
Wellness Clinic
FVDTC is once again proud to partner with Amber Leaf Animal Hospital to offer a Wellness Clinic. Vaccinations, 
rabies tags and microchips will be available on April 10, during regular training.

When: April 10

Where: Kane County Fairgrounds

Who: Members and guests who want vaccinations for their dogs

Details are on page 2.  Contact Sue MacPherson for details

Tails on the Trails at the Arboretum
FVDTC will be participating in Morton Arboretum’s Tails on the Trails event on Sunday, May 4. We will spend the 
day talking about dogs, training, and, of course, FVDTC. There will also be an opportunity to show off what we 
do at our club, alongside our event neighbors, the Glenbard and Medallion Rottweiler Clubs. Volunteers get free 
admission for the day, allowing them to walk the trails with their dogs and visit the other vendors. It promises to 
be a fun day. 

Hours are from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, and we need help setting up and taking down, which will be minimal. Sign 
up for two-hour time slots. 

*We are in need of a canopy to cover our table. Do you have one we can borrow?*

Contact Carol Nightingale at education@fvdtc.org for more information or to volunteer. 

New!  FVDTC Canine Good Citizen Prep Class
A new class has been added FVDTC’s array of opportunities. A CGC Preparation Class will be held at the 
Fairgrounds on Thursdays between March 13th and May 15th at 6:00pm. Cost for members is $25. Cost for 
guests is $120. The test will be on May 22nd; cost is $20. To register, contact Sally Boeke 
(registration@fvdtc.org)
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FOX VALLEY DOG TRAINING CLUB
WELLNESS CLINIC

THURSDAY, April 10, 2025
Kane County Fairgrounds – Training Building

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Payment, by CASH / CHECK / CREDIT CARD, is due at time of service.

Walk-Ins are only allowed by permission of Veterinarian present.

Amber Leaf Animal Hospital

HomeAgain Microchip with registration $49.00
Bordetella $25.00
Blood Panel I $85.00
Blood Panel II $108.00
Canine Influenza Vaccine $42.00
Canine Vaccine Titer $115.00
DHLPP $32.00
DHPP (3 year) $27.00
Fecal Check $27.00
Heartworm Test with Tick Borne test $49.00
Lepto $27.00
Rabies - one year without tag* $26.00
Rabies - three year without tag* $40.00
*tags available for DuPage and Kane County

We reserve the right to vaccinate or not, depending upon the health of the dog.

Heartworm Preventa-ve Products will be available for purchase at the Wellness Clinic 

Contact Sue MacPherson at (630) 207-4039 to schedule an appointment.



YES, I (we) will a.end

Enclosed is my check for $______________($38.00 per person) for 
reservaBons for the following people. Please list names as you would want
them on the name tag.

The festivities will be held at Riverside Receptions 
35 North River Ln

Geneva, IL

Sunday, April 27th 2025
The party will begin at 6:30 with dinner served at

7:00

RSVP no later than April 20th

Fox Valley Dog Training Club
ANNUAL DINNER

Drop your form off at the front 
table on training nights or send 
the completed form along with 
your check (made out to FVDTC) 
to:

Candy Ellis
27W359 Beecher Ave
Winfield, IL 60190
Please let us know if any of you 
were nominated by AKC for  
NaJonals in any AKC event! 

Tapestry Buffet 
Spinach Salad with Seasonal Accompaniments, Roast Sirloin of Beef with Woodsman sauce,

Herb Roasted Chicken, Green Beans Almandine, Red Roasted Potatoes, 
Pasta with Marinara Sauce, Fresh Rolls and BuAer, Coffee and Tea

Homemade Desserts compliments of the Dinner CommiAee!
Cash Bar
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Membership Report
Veronika Novotna
St. Charles, IL
Mini Aust. Shepherd
Completed Puppy class

Linda Thomr
Batavia, IL
Mixed breed 
Completed Beginner class

Jeff Kinnan & Robert Dacka
Addison, IL
Bull Terrier
Completed Beginner class

FVDTC Members: We Want You!
If you are an FVDTC club member, and want to volunteer to help at a club event, you have several options. The 
easiest is to go to the club volunteer page at https://fvdtc.org/volunteer/.

You can also check the calendar or events pages, and then contact the appropriate committee chair or board 
member.

If you want to be one of our invaluable instructors or helpers, contact Will Short, our Director of Training.

Remember, every time you volunteer, you earn work credits toward awards and membership discounts. Thank 
you for your help.

Calendar
April 2025
03 Thu Regular Training
10 Thu Regular Training

Health Clinic
13 Sun Board Meeting (Zoom)
17 Thu Fun Match
24 Thu Regular Training
27 Sun Annual Dinner

May 2025
01 Thu Regular Training
08 Thu Regular Training
15 Thu Fun Match
21 Wed Membership Meeting (zoom)
22 Thu Regular Training

Puppy Ends (7:00pm)
Adv. Puppy Ends (6:00pm)
Beginner Ends (6:00, 7:00pm)
CGC Prep Ends (6:30pm)

29 Thu Regular Training
Puppy Begins (6:00pm)
Adv. Puppy Begins (6:00pm)
Beginner Begins (6:00, 7:00pm)
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Board Meeting Highlights - February 09, 2025
Meeting brought to order at 7:10 p.m.

Carolyn Pearson (Secretary).  The December 2024 Meeting minutes were approved as distributed.  

Carolyn also read the notification from the Illinois Federation of Dog Clubs and Owners (IFDCO) organization:  
They have unfortunately been unable to inspire additional people to assist with their goals to protect the dog 
breeders and owners in Illinois and have lost all but two board members, including the acting treasurer.  They 
have been in touch with AKC Government Relations (GR) department to see if they can assist in resurrecting 
the federation but no firm plans have been enacted.  They also stated that unfortunately, this apathy is not just in
Illinois, several other federations have gone stagnant or dissolved completely.  The result of this apathy is that 
animal rights groups are able to propose and pass legislation that will hurt good breeders.  In some localities, 
laws have been passed that ban all breeding no matter the circumstances.

What does this mean to the dog owners and breeders in Illinois?  

• IFDCO official operations are suspended as of now.
• A lobbyist in Springfield is no longer available to track laws that would negatively impact dog 

owners/breeders.
• Each person must monitor any local, county or state proposed bills or ordinances that would negatively 

impact dog owners/breeders.
o Fortunately, Michele Kasten, IFDCO Vice-President, has volunteered to continue to act as a liaison 

to AKC GR and other interested individuals.  Anyone seeing a bad piece of legislation, may email the
information to her at schipnut58@yahoo.com.  She will forward it to and work with AKC GR to do 
what can be done to stop or amend it.

o She is also working with AKC GR to see if there is any way we can resurrect the federation in order 
to continue protecting Illinois dog owners/breeders.

Sue MacPherson stated that she will keep watch through communications from the Illinois State Veterinary 
Medical Association (ISVMA).

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING – SAY SOMETHING!!!!!

Bob Boeke (first Vice-President) made a motion to purchase four displaceable high jumps per AKC 
requirement for their use at the Obedience and Rally trials.  Will Short seconded the motion.  The motion passed
unanimously.   

Will Short suggested that we also purchase a plastic bar for the bar jumps comparable to what is used in Rally 
training ring.  However, that bar is only 4’ long and is not legal for obedience trial usage.  It was suggested that 
Will look into getting a 5’ bar, without stanchions, and to report back during the April meeting.  Several 
individuals stated that having a wooden bar fall would not be any more harmful than a falling plastic bar.

Phil Nuger (Treasurer) received no questions for the statements sent out.  Our investments are doing well.

Will Short (Director of Training) reported that the Session 2 Puppy Class, starting on March 13, will be held at 
7:00pm.

Carol Nightingale (Public Education Coordinator) reported that she received an email from Nancy Lee from 
MRC letting FVDTC know that the Medallion Rottweiler Club will be participating with a booth at the Morton 
Arboretum Tails on the Trails event on May 4th.  The fee is $50.00 for the booth space and $25.00 for a table 
and two chairs. 
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Phil Nuger stated that in a past event that the Lyons Training Club participated at, they created a mini-agility ring
(tunnel and a couple jumps) to do a demonstration and also allowed spectators to try to the equipment with their 
own dogs.  It was a well-received activity during the event.  It was decided that we should participate at this 
event because of the good publicity at a well-attended event.  Carol will contact Nancy to get the plans started.

Taffy Wille (Obedience Trial Chairperson) reported that AKC has approved the November trials’ judges’ panel.
Once again, Bob Olson is on board as the Trial Secretary.  Taffy reported that four of the five 2026 judges are on
contract at this time.  Once the Judges’ Committee has the fifth judge contracted, they will begin filling 2027 
judges’ slate.

AKC recently announced that the $2.00 Event Service and Recording fees were going to be raised to $5.00 per 
exhibitor.  To accommodate that increase, Taffy suggested that we raise the first entry fee from $28.00 to $30.00.
All board members agreed with the $30.00 for the first entry.  As there are no AKC fees for the second entry, an 
increase from the $22.00 is not necessary.  

Kent Hildebrand (Tracking Test Chairperson) reported that weekend of September 6th and 7th Tracking Test 
has been approved and posted on the AKC website.  The shelter at the Fitchie Creek forest preserve in Elgin 
has been reserved.  One of the two judges has been found.  

Cathy Fleury (Agility Trial Chairperson) reported that due to a slight miscommunication, there is a change to 
Lisa Potts to judge the March Agility Trial.  An order for placement ribbons and one Agility Grand Champion 
ribbon has been placed.

Old Business

• None

New Business

• Carolyn announced that a sympathy card and donation (in lieu of flowers) was sent to Barb and Ken 
Misch for the recent death of her father.

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m.
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Membership Meeting Highlights - March 19, 2025
Meeting brought to order at 7:38 p.m.

Carolyn Pearson (Secretary).  The January Meeting minutes were approved as published.  One thank-you 
card was read.

Sue MacPherson (Membership Chairperson) read the name of one new applicant, who was published in the 
Waggin’ Tales.  Barb Misch made a motion to accept the list as published and read.  Wendy Waddick seconded 
the motion.  The list was approved by all members present, with no one opposed or abstaining.  Welcome to our
new member, who was not present at the meeting.

Bob Boeke (First Vice-President) was not in attendance; Carolyn reported that Bob brought the club’s four 
new displaceable high jumps to use during our obedience and rally trials home from Tulsa.

Laura Lagger (Second Vice-President) reported that she is working on a program for the May or July 
Membership meeting.

Candy Ellis (Assistant Co-Director of Training) stated that there have been no problems at training after Will 
leaves the building.

Taffy Wille (Obedience Trial Chairperson) was not in attendance but reported that the November Obedience 
and Rally trials have been approved by AKC. 

In response to a question, Carolyn reported that following individuals are the judges for the 2025 Obedience and
rally trials.

• Dianne Allen
• Rick Garvin
• Anna Lorenz
• Kathy Sweet
• Jeanne Thomas

Carol Nightingale (Public Education Coordinator) reported that she has reserved a spot for the club to 
participate in the Morton Arboretum’s Tails on the Trails event on Sunday, May 4.  Unfortunately, she has another
commitment for the day, so she will be unable to be there and is seeking volunteers would be willing to 
demonstrate some activities and provide information about the club and answer any questions from the public.  
Carol will write up information, to publish in the Waggin’ Tales and to send out in Constant Contact, for the type 
of volunteers she needs for the day. 

Cathy Fleury (Agility Trial Chairperson) sent a report that the Fall Agility Trials are currently in “Pending” 
event application status, indicating that she has begun submitting AKC’s necessary paperwork. 

Candy Ellis (Annual Dinner Chairperson) reported that the Annual Dinner will be held at Riverview 
Receptions in Geneva on April 27th, starting at 6:30 pm with the buffet dinner being served at 7:00 pm.  This 
year’s theme is “Endless Pawsibilities” and the cost is $38.00/person.  The invitations will be available shortly at 
training and on the website.  

Sally Boeke (Awards Co-Chairperson) reported that things are going well with the vendors.  Carolyn Pearson 
stated that the voting for the Outstanding Service to the Club Awards (Sally Compton and Rookie) was pretty 
dismal, there were less than 15 voters.  The following are some of the ideas to consider for next year to 
encourage more club members to participate in the voting:
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• Provide more lead time between the beginning and end of the voting.
• Offer paper ballots at training, as was done in the past.
• Include pictures of the nominees.

Sally Boeke (CGC Test Coordinator) It was announced that this year, there will be a two CGC classes with the
final night of the class session being a CGC test.  The first session of the CGC prep class began on March 13th, 
with the CGC test being conducted on May 22nd.  The May 22nd test will be open to the non-class members if 
there are slots available.  The additional test is CGC is scheduled for August 21st.  

Pat Senne (Match Chair (Coordinator)) stated that things are going well for the matches.

Sandi Stephenson (Match Chair (Judges)) was not in attendance, but reported that the following are the 
judges for the March 20th match.

• Novice / Beginner Novice – Candy Ellis 
• Open – Barb Misch
• Open – Sandi Stephenson
• Utility – Francene Andresen
• Utility – Will Short
• Rally – Pat Senne

Sandi reminded everyone who judges and other workers can get their run-throughs starting at 6:30 pm.  She 
thanked you as ever for your help my friends.

Barb Misch (Match Chair (Stewards)) stated that she has plenty of Stewards for the March match.  She 
reported that the club’s worker sign-up forms for matches are available 45-days prior to the correction clinic 
date.

Dave Lewis (Waggin' Tales Editor) reported that the next deadline is Sunday, March 23rd.

Old Business

• Dave reminded everyone that the first of the two 2025 health clinics, sponsored by Amberleaf Animal 
Hospital is scheduled for April 10th.  Price sheet is available on our website.  Sue MacPherson is scheduling 
appointments for that night.  Be sure to take advantage of the opportunity!

• Barb Misch reported that the club is offering several new classes in 2025, such as the CGC prep class 
offered this session.  Other classes being considered is a therapy dog certification prep class.  However at 
this time, the Therapy Dog International organization that we have been associated with the past is currently 
in flux with their requirements.  Therefore, we are seeking a new therapy dog organization with which to 
become associated.  Wendy Waddick stated that she is associated with the Pet Partners therapy 
organization.  She was previously told by their evaluator that our building was too loud to host a test.  
However, if we were able to use the kitchen space at the fairgrounds, we might be able to a test.  If it makes 
financial sense, an outside location may also be a possibility.  Pet Partners’ test is done one team at a time.  
Their teams must be re-certified every two years.  If any club members are associated to any other therapy 
dog organization that can share information with us to please contact Barb Misch at 
matchsteward@fvdtc.org.  

Barb also stated that we had suggested offering a single night event such as “So you are expecting a puppy”
– to provide ideas on how to prepare for bringing a new puppy into the house.  We are also talking to Kent 
Hildebrand about hosting an event to show club members how to start learning how to track.  There is also a
suggestion of offering a Utility class, not just a run-through.
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• Pat Senne also suggested that the club consider forming a committee to investigate the possibility of offering
a Fast Cat event as a way of increasing our revenue.  She stated that even though it is a considerable outlay
of money, the income possibilities are significant.  Several things that must be considered, is the amount of 
space that is required to host an event with a grass surface.  Stone City Kennel Club uses a school property 
to host their event.  It was suggested that Jen Walker with Tally Ho (in Rockford) might be able to provide 
more information. 

New Business

• Carolyn also reported the following notification from the Illinois Federation of Dog Clubs and Owners 
(IFDCO) organization:  They have unfortunately been unable to inspire additional people to assist with their 
goals to protect the dog breeders and owners in Illinois and have lost all but two board members, including 
the acting treasurer.  They have been in touch with AKC Government Relations (GR) department to see if 
they can assist in resurrecting the federation but no firm plans have been enacted.  They also stated that 
unfortunately, this apathy is not just in Illinois, several other federations have gone stagnant or dissolved 
completely.  The result of this apathy is that animal rights groups are able to propose and pass legislation 
that will hurt good breeders.  In some localities, laws have been passed that ban all breeding no matter the 
circumstances.

What does this mean to the dog owners and breeders in Illinois?  

o IFDCO official operations are suspended as of now.
o A lobbyist in Springfield is no longer available to track laws that would negatively impact dog 

owners/breeders.
o Each person must monitor any local, county or state proposed bills or ordinances that would negatively 

impact dog owners/breeders.
 Fortunately, Michele Kasten, IFDCO Vice-President, has volunteered to continue to act as a liaison 

to AKC GR and other interested individuals.  Anyone seeing a bad piece of legislation may email the 
information to her at schipnut58@yahoo.com.  She will forward it to and work with AKC GR to do 
what can be done to stop or amend it.

 She is also working with AKC GR to see if there is any way we can resurrect the federation in order 
to continue protecting Illinois dog owners/breeders.

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING THAT WOULD NEGATIVELY IMPACT OWNING A DOG IN ILLINOIS – SAY 
SOMETHING!!!!!

As an example, Sue MacPherson stated that she will watch the Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association 
(ISVMA), as they occasionally will provide information to vets to keep them aware.

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m.
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