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Membership Meeting Highlights 
May 07, 2008  

 

Meeting brought to order at 7:59 p.m. 

 

Carolyn Pearson (Secretary).  The March Meeting minutes were approved as published.  Several items of 
correspondence were read. 

 

Ed Herdes (First Vice-President) reported that he plans to schedule a mat cleaning date this year.  He will 
work with the fairgrounds to determine date.  Once that date has been set, it will be well publicized.  

 

Sandi Stephenson (Director of Training) was not at the meeting due to her work schedule, however she 
sent the following report as read by Carolyn Pearson. 

 

Classes are proceeding well. 
It is GREAT having the front table covered by Cheryl Hettinger. 
Sandi also reminded club members that for safety purposes, there is to be no more tying dogs to tables.  

Handlers must crate their dogs, (or leave them in the vehicle) when they are not able to hold on to the 
leash.  Sandi thanked Terri for making the reminder signs for this.   

Sandi also announced that effective immediately, we need an instructor for the 8:00 p.m. Open class and 
for an assistant instructor for the 8:00 p.m. Puppy class. 

Sandi also stated that Kristin Anderson will instruct the 8:00 p.m. Beginner class starting with the August 
session.  Sandi extended big thanks to Dale Swanson, who could never really be replaced, for the 
time he was the instructor of that class. 

 

Rick Cox (Obedience Trial Chairperson) reported that he received notification from AKC that the Open A/
Utility A Judge for the 2008 Obedience/Rally Trial was ineligible to judge our trial due to a time/distance 
conflict.  According to AKC’s rules, a judge cannot judge the same class within 30 days.  Although we had 
a confirmation from the judge, the judge was scheduled to judge Open A/Utility A at another trial.  Rick 
reported that he searched for another judge within the four connecting states, who was available AND 
could judge both the Open A and Utility A classes AND was on the list of suitable judges to hire.  To re-
solve this dilemma, Rick proposed that Edree Olson be hired as the Open A judge and that Nancy DeFi-
esta would remain as the Utility A judge.  Rick stated that he would re-address Nancy DeFiesta’s contract 
due to the reduction in her judging assignment.  Rick also reported that he contacted Donna Darland to 
judge Open A, however she is not yet approved for Open A.  Although she is scheduled to do her inter-
view with AKC for Open A in June, there is no guarantee that the remaining process would be completed 
by the obedience trial date.  Taffy stated that she has e-mail confirmation messages for all 2009 judges.   

 

Rick also announced that in spite of class-to-class ‘begging’, the Booths chair position for the Obedience/
Rally trial is still vacant.  Rick stated that this is truly an easy job because it is usually working with the 
Booth Chair for the Car-Dun-Al dog training club.   

 

Taffy suggested that although we have a Trial superintendent, we should still seek a club member to be 
listed as a Trial Secretary in the Premium list. 

 

Terri reported that Sue MacPherson (Membership Chairperson) dropped off a packet of applications to 
present at the meeting and went home with strep throat.  All applicants were published in the April Wag-
gin’ Tales.  Terri read the list of eight applicants.  Francene made a motion to accept the list as read and 
published.  Taffy Wille seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by all members present with no 
one opposed or abstaining.  Welcome to all new members, especially Dave DeFrank who was present at 
the meeting.  

 

Ingrid Hamburger (Tracking Test Chairperson) reported that the planning is going well.  She will continue 
the planning after she returns from her vacation. 

 

Terri stated that a special election will be conducted at the September 3rd Membership Meeting to elect 
Rosemary Anderson for the Public Education Coordinator position.   

 

Helen Castellano (Agility Trial Chairperson) reported that the fall agility trial will now be indoors.  The new 
venue is the Robert Vaughn Athletic Center in Aurora.  The AKC has approved the September 13th and 
 
 
 

           Continued on page 3. 
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Continued from page 2. 
 

14th event, including the new site.  The entries are $24.00 for the first entry and $14.00 for the second entry.  
Helen reported that Sally Gichner and Kera Holm are the judges.  The opening date is July 9th and the closing 
date is August 27th.  Helen stated that all chair positions have been filled for the Agility Trial Committee, with 
the exception of the Hospitality Chair.  Any club members interested in the position can contact Helen at agil-
ity@fvdtc.org. 

 

Terri expressed kudos to Cheryl Hettinger (Annual Dinner Chairperson) for doing such a super job on the An-
nual Dinner.  Taffy stated that the favors presented to all 43 guests were phenomenal.  Cheryl stated that 
Randy Sales and Francene Andresen were taking photographs throughout the evening.  To allow all club 
members the opportunity to see the pictures, Cheryl planned to give Mary Szczurek, Librarian, the photo-
graphs and the CD.  Cheryl Hettinger volunteered to chair the Annual Dinner next year and said she will be 
seeking committee members to help.  Cheryl will seek input from club members whether there would be an 
interest in having a pizza party at a rented hall for the Annual Dinner.  Cheryl thanked Rick Cox for doing a 
fantastic job as the emcee for the dinner.  Cheryl also asked club members to loan her programs from past 
events.  Francene Andresen and Ingrid Hamburger volunteered for next year’s annual dinner committee. 

 

Colleen Kent (CGC & TDI Test Coordinator) was not in attendance, however it was announced that the next 
CGC/TDI test was May 15th.  The TDI evaluator is Tom Stephenson and the CGC evaluator is Terri Byerly.  
Terri stated that there were still spots available for the CGC test, but not the TDI test. 

 

Terri Byerly announced that Shelly Kellums has graciously volunteered to be our Demonstrations chairper-
son.  The jumps used for the demonstrations are currently in the shed.  Francene stated that she volunteered 
to demonstrate tracking should the need arise. 

 

Sandi Stephenson was not at the meeting due to her work schedule, however she sent the following report on 
behalf of the Match Committee Chairs (Penny Brcich/Jan Schomer/Sandi Stephenson) as read by Carolyn 
Pearson. 

 

Although Sandi reported that the sanctioned match slated for June 18 was set, Rick reported that he has re-
ceived the approval for the Rally match, but not the Obedience match.  He stated that he will verify the 
approval status with AKC.  Penny Brcich, Match Secretary, is handling the entries.  Rick Cox is doing the 
judges books and sheets.  Sandi extended a thank you to Rick and Penny! 

 

Sandi also reported that the match committee would like member input regarding hosting a sanctioned match 
every year. 

 

Ingrid Hamburger (Match Steward Chairperson) reported that stewards are needed for May 15th Correction 
Clinic.  She stated that she will ask Jan Schomer to send a request for volunteers. 

 

Buffy Cramer-Hamman (Publicity) was not in attendance, however it was announced that the brochure is 
ready for board approval. 

 

Francene Andresen (Waggin' Tales Editor) reported that the next Waggin’ Tales deadline is Sunday, May 
11th. 

 

Monthly Dollar Bucket  

 

…and the winner of $3.50 is Rosemary Anderson as drawn by new club member, Dave DeFrank.  In addition 
to the Tracking Committee receiving the remaining $3.50, Rosemary also donated her $3.50 to the Tracking 
Committee. 

 

Old Business  

 

4-H Trial Volunteers 
Terri stated that Judges and Stewards are needed for 4-H Trial on Wednesday, June 25th.  Terri said the 

judging volunteers must have a basic knowledge of AKC obedience exercises and patterns.   
Ed stated that he will verify with the fairgrounds that we can gain access to the fairgrounds for set-up on 

Tuesday, June 24th and the 4-H Trial on Wednesday.  

 

Handicapped Parking 
Terri reminded club members to respect the handicapped parking sign in back.  She stated that she ob- 
 

                  continued on page 4. 
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served that 2 weeks ago there were two vehicles squeezed in there, both with handicapped parking per-
mits.  Please remember to respect this area of parking for those who need it. 

 

Seminar 
Terri asked whether the club should continue with seminar inquiries to the membership as to determining 

the level interest, seeking volunteers to do research, etc.  Although club members affirmed that the 
club should host a seminar, no one volunteered at the meeting.  It was also suggested that club 
members could seek input from the Glenbard All Breed Obedience Club (GABOC) committee who 
put together the Diane Baumann seminar. 

 

New Business  

 

Terri announced that copies of the membership survey will be available on training nights.  She reminded all 
club members that everyone’s opinion is requested. 

 

Cheryl Hettinger presented an idea as a way of thanking merchants for their support and donations.  Cheryl 
suggested that we offer window clingers to merchants, who donate something to the club and who are 
dog friendly.  Cheryl displayed a frame with the four ideas that she designed.  Cheryl suggested that the 
club offer the clingers for the merchants to announce that they are dog friendly and to put the club’s 
name and logo in front of shoppers.  Cheryl stated that she briefly checked on the internet and did not 
see anything that indicated that this program would be a liability to the club. 

 

Cheryl said that she would present this idea to the Board for approval before continuing this idea. 

 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
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(630) 584-1002 

 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON 

Sue MacPherson 

4N791 Chaffield Dr 

St. Charles, IL 60175 

 

membership@fvdtc.org 
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Yes _______________ No _______________ Name ______________________________________________________ 

Yes _______________ No _______________ Name ______________________________________________________ 
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                 QUESTIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP    Circle your answers 
                                                                           (remember to do page 2 on reverse side) 
 
 
Would you like daytime or earlier hours to be avail able to train at FVDTC? 
yes – no  – don’t know  
 
Do you feel FVDTC’s costs (membership, student, gue st) are fair and comparable to other facilities? 
yes – no – don’t know – comments  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you feel FVDTC keeps you well enough informed of  upcoming events and news? 
yes – no – don’t know – comments  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think would increase volunteerism withi n the club? _________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would volunteer more often for various things if:   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you understand the current work credit system? 
yes – no  – don’t know –  
 
comments_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you feel the current work credit system is fair?   
yes – no – don’t know –  
 
comments_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How often do you visit FVDTC’s website? ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Why do you use FVDTC’s facility?  (circle all that apply) 
the building – the instructors – close to home –  works with my personal schedules – cost  
 
other___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What would make attending membership meetings more appealing to you? 
Earlier start time (current is 7:30) – more social atmosphere with snacks and coffee 
 
Other___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you feel FVDTC should be offering seminars / wor kshops? 
yes – no – don’t know – comments  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If FVDTC did offer seminars, I would be willing to help organize such an event   Yes   No   Maybe 
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Page 2 of 2. (Membership Questionnaire) 
 
 
I get Waggin' Tales via : 
Email – I check the website now and then – snail mail – I don’t get Waggin’ Tales 
 
Comments re Waggin’ Tales _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you had a question or complaint about anything c lub related, do you feel there is someone available  to help 
you? 
 
yes – no – don’t know – comments____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature and date (required)________________________________________________________________________ 
Your responses will be kept strictly private.   A summary of responses will be published.  
 Signature required assuring us that one form entry per member has been submitted. 
 
Here is space for any additional comments you might have 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Optional: 
Please contact me privately as I have questions or comments regarding 
(you will be contacted by the President to respond to the below issues.  These communications will be held in confidence 
at your request) 
 
 _______Instructors     _______Classes     _______Fees     _______Rules     _______Administrative     _______Other     
 
Name:________________________________________ Email_____________________________________________ 
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This questionnaire published as of April, 2008 
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3 Thursday Regular Training & 
Start Puppy (8:00) 

8 TUESDAY Regular Training 

11 Friday Board Meeting 

13 Sunday Waggin’ Tales Deadline 

 
17 

 
THURSDAY 

KANE COUNTY FAIR 
NO TRAINING OR 
CLASSES 

24 Thursday Regular Training 

 
31 

 
Thursday 

Regular Training 
Graduation Session 3 
Puppy (7:00) & Beginner 

5 Thursday Regular Training 

6 Friday Board Meeting 

8 Sunday Waggin’ Tales Deadline 

12 Thursday Regular Training 

19 THURSDAY AKC SANCTIONED 
MATCH 

25 Wednesday 4-H Classes End 

26 Thursday Regular Training & 
End Puppy Class 8 p.m. 

JUNE JULY 


