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Afterglow

I'd like the memory of me
To be a happy one

I'd like to leave an afterglow
Of smiles when day is done

I'd like to leave an echo
Whispering softly down the ways

of happy times and laughing times,
of bright and sunny days

I'd like the tears of those who grieve
To dry before the sun

Of happy memories I leave
Behind - when day is done

Author Unknown

Jim Benson, 1942 - 1998

"A Well-Trained Dog is a Happy Dog"
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FMCh Let’s Do The Dance (Dancer) CDX, AG I & II, NG earned his Onyx award in
Flyball on May 16th at the River City Flyer’s spring tournament. NAFA has
only awarded this honor to 30 dogs in the United States and Canada.

Under the skillful handling of Trudi Kimm and grooming talents of Brenda
Rivera, Dancer earned two points on July 18 with a first place in his first

confirmation show. Thanks Trudi and Brenda for your support, help and knowledge.  (From Joan Payne)

Holli 200 in AGI and a title at the UKC Agility trial on July 11;  90 in Novice B & 2nd place at the AKC Sanctioned
Agility Match on August 1. (From Kay Weber)

GoFer 200 in AGII at the UKC Agility trial on July 11;  100 in Open and 2nd place at the AKC Sanctioned Agility
Match on August 1. (From Kay Weber)

India 200 in AGI - 4th place, 200 in AGII at the UKC Agility trial on July 11. (From Kay Weber)

Brags !

Thanks !
Many FVDTC members spent an enjoyable July afternoon together at
the Picnic Meeting. Our thanks to Ronnie Bizer for her hospitality and
to Cathy Fleury for helping club members sample the agility obstacles. Should any of you adventurous
handlers want to pursue that experience further, there are agility classes offered at Kanosak in Maple Park,
Smack Dab in Warrenville, the German Shepherd Club in Hanover Park, Follow That Dream in Marengo,
Jean Munger's in Elgin, and First Place in McHenry. Several other training facilities also offer classes, and
more are organizing run throughs or fun matches.

Since the club will be sponsoring awards for UKC obedience titles, the program at the September meeting

will be a brief informational program regarding UKC and the obedience exercises
to qualify for the titles.  Any members who have earned UKC titles are invited to
join the "Ask the Experts" panel to respond to members' questions. Please contact
Cindy Pakenas at (630) 377-6250 with input for this program or to volunteer as a
resource.

From Cindy Pakenas
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From Cheryl Lewis, DOT

The 7:00 Advanced Beginner class still needs a teacher for
the current session. If you can help, please call Cheryl Lewis
at (630) 897-4267.

We are a nation of criticizers exploiting what is wrong. The bad news (behavior, action) is a small percentage of
what is happening, yet we puff up its value creating a negative illusion believing it is the norm, We take for
granted, the common place and am successes. In striving for perfection we leave unrecognized many
accomplishments, telling our children, our families and our dogs what is wrong without letting them know when
they are right.

During my early teaching I was criticized for not complimenting my students. It wasn’t because I didn’t notice
what they could do. I didn’t take classes to have the instructor tell me what was right. I was paying to "learn" what
I did not know. Therefore, I felt it was my obligation to reveal a person’s mistakes, to guide and teach them to a
higher level. We learn from what we do wrong. I thought to compliment was a waste of my teaching time and
analytical talents.

I was right and my critics were right. You don’t want to hear everything is fine when you know it isn’t. But
learning also occurs from what is right. PRAISE IS MORE THAN ENCOURAGEMENT, it tells you to continue
the wanted behavior. I had to learn to praise my students to be a complete teacher and I had to learn to praise my
dogs to be a complete trainer.

Since we cannot explain our motives to our dogs, letting them know when they are right is critical. It is not only
important for positive motivation, it is an essential training technique, to avoid the random selection process.
Trainers who only correct believe the absent of a negative actions tells the dog that he is right. But if a dog doesn’t
know when he is right, he hasn’t learned what right is. He’s doing "it" but he doesn’t know he is doing "it." Right
in this case , is not a learned behavior, it is a random response that may not be repeated. When we say "ah" we are
telling our dogs not to repeat that behavior. When we say "yes" we are reinforcing what they did was right. "Yes,
that’s exactly what I wanted you to do."

Check the balance in your teaching. Are you praising your dogs (kids, spouse, friends, self)? Fido confided he
really likes it when you say "good dog" because he knows what you want and that makes you smile.

Praise, A Quality of Balance
From Joan Payne
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URGENT ALERT--PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS

There is a new threat in Washington that could impact your
rights as a dog breeder. It is critical that we act now if we are
to continue to enjoy purebred dogs.

This action by the federal government comes after the Doris
Day Animal League filed a petition asking for broader
regulation of hobby and show breeders. In response to the
DDAL petition, the government is considering expanding who
must comply with federal care standards. The way they are
considering determining who should comply is by choosing a
threshold number of "breeding females." The government has
invited interested parties to comment on what they think that
threshold number should be.

Do you want Uncle Sam inspecting your home? If this new
regulation occurs, federal inspectors would be responsible for
making sure that you and your family meet the same care
standards applicable to  commercial breeding facilities (which
is virtually impossible to do in a home).

How do we stop the government from taking away our rights?
The best way to stop the federal government from making
these changes is for all dog lovers to write individual letters
objecting to the proposal. The USDA must receive your letters
by August 24, 1998. Here are some examples of what to write:

• We disagree that USDA has an obligation, or even the
legal right, to regulate breeders who sell exclusively at
retail. However, if USDA decides to do so, it is clear that
Congress intended only to regulate commercial breeders
who sell dogs and cats as pets -- "persons who derive a
substantial portion of their income from the sale of dogs
and cats for pets."

• The Animal Welfare Act is not an act intended to limit
breeding or to advance spaying and neutering.

• Congress did not intend to cover non-commercial hobby
or show breeders under the Animal Welfare Act. USDA
must, therefore, find a way to continue to exempt hobby
and show breeders for whom the sale of dogs and cats is
secondary to their fancier breeding activity.

• The number of "breeding females," i.e. intact females, is
not an appropriate criterion for regulation. It is the
economic nature of the entity and the purpose for which
the breeding takes place that is relevant.

• However, if USDA does adopt a rule based on the number
of breeding females, a breeding female should be defined

than merely an intact female.

Write your letter to (Send original & 3 copies):

Docket No. 97-018-2
Regulatory Analysis and Development
PPD, APHIS, Suite 3C03
4700 River Road, Unit 118
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238

Or E-Mail your comments:   http://comments.aphis.usda.gov

From the AKC

Important News from the AKC

From the AKC

The AKC's Comment
on the Proposed
Rules Change

Continued on page 8

THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB’S REVIEW OF THE
USDA’S ADVANCE NOTICE OF PROPOSED
RULEMAKING CONCERNING AMENDING THE
RETAIL EXEMPTION TO THE FEDERAL ANIMAL
WELFARE REGULATIONS

On June 24, 1998 the United States Department of
Agriculture published an Advance Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (ANPR) requesting public comment on
questions related to possible amendments to the Animal
Welfare regulations in response to the petition for
rulemaking filed by the Doris Day Animal League. Public
comments in response to the ANPR must be filed by
August 24, 1998.

The outcome of this rulemaking is critically important to
the sport of purebred dogs. If the breeding of purebred dogs
were to become, to any significant degree, a federally
regulated enterprise, it would destroy the foundation of the
sport, which is based on amateur breeders and exhibitors.
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Continued from page 9

The AKC's Comment

less resources to inspect the entities most needing
inspection;

• if a criterion other than wholesale-retail is
established, the criteria must be maintained at a
level that truly reflects commercial operations and
that does not become a nuisance or tool for
harassment of fanciers who do not breed
commercially; and

• regulation of retail breeders is unnecessary because
persons who buy directly from the breeder know the
source of the animal from which they are buying.
The buyers can assess for themselves the conditions
under which the animals were raised and can
accept or reject the sale based on their observations.

2. If the USDA decides to regulate breeders who sell
at retail, regulate only commercial breeders

• the purpose of the statue, and its constitutional
authority, rests on regulation of persons engaged as
dealers for commerce or profit; and

• the federal Animal Care regulations were developed
for large commercial breeders and are not
appropriate for residential breeders.

3. The criterion of number of breeding females is not
an appropriate measure of commercial breeding

4. Regulate persons who sell dogs for hunting, security or
breeding purposes on the same basis as others

• there should be no distinction in regulations based on the
purpose of the dog by the pet-buying public; and

• it is impossible for a breeder to determine if the puppy will
be used in these ways. Potentially any dog in the Sporting
and Hound Groups could be used for "hunting." Potentially
any dog could be used for home "security" purposes.
Potentially any dog that is transferred before sterilization
could be used for "breeding purposes."

Write your individual letter

Send an original and three copies of your comments to:

Docket No.97-018-2
Regulatory Analysis and Development
PPD, APHIS, Suite 3C03
4700 River Road, Unit 118
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238

or



Waggin' Tales
David Lewis
232 Mistwood Lane
North Aurora, IL  60542

August/September  Calendar

August 6 Thursday Regular Training September 2 Wednesday Membership Meeting
10 Monday Waggin’ Tales Deadline 3 Thursday Regular Training
11 Tuesday Regular Training 7 Monday Waggin’ Tales Deadline
20 Thursday Correction Clinic 10 Thursday Regular Training
21 Friday Board Meeting 13 Sunday Tracking Test
27 Thursday Regular Training 17 Thursday Correction Clinic

24 Thursday Regular Training


