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Th ank  You!

I w ould lik e  to th ank  all of th e  pe ople  w h o cam e  out and h e lpe d w ash  m ats for th e  
upcom ing trial: Dave  Krantz, Sue  &  H olly MacPh e rson, H e rm an H am burge r, Ke nt 
H ilde brand, Bill Clark e , Pe gy Sue  Se e h afe r, Carolyn Pe arson and a spe cial th ank s to 
Ed H e rde s w h o m ade  th is all possible . If I m isse d anyone , ple ase  acce pt m y 
apology, it w as just a se nior m om e nt.

De an Connolly 
1st Vice  Pre sid e nt
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More  Th ank  You!

I w ant to Th ank  all of th e  Ste w ards &  Table  Ste w ards th at volunte e re d to m ak e  our 
Trial a succe ss. I am  ve ry grate ful for all of your h e lp. Th ank  You: Marian Lazzara, 
Mary Sch ipp, Paule tte  Z e cca, H e idi Te rlizzi, Nancy Pe de rson, De bby W h ite , Kath y 
Polz, Ve ra Nybe rg, Barb Barw is, Alsion Rube ndall, De nise  Sch ie le , Ke nt H ilde brand, 
Marie tta H ube r, Virginia Se nse nbre nne r, Carol W illiam s, France ne  Andre se n, Ingrid 
H am burge r, Kath y H ubbard, Sylvia Sch ultz, Colle e n Ke nt, Jane  Ne w by,Maxine  
Brink e r, &  Be ck y Ce m brow icz. 

I appre cate  all of your h e lp.

Th ank  you all

Jan Sch om e r

Ch ristm as H e lp W ante d!

Joe  and Kath y Busch  are  look ing for volunte e rs to h e lp w ith  th e  Gift W rapping at 
Barne s &  Noble  in Ge ne va Com m ons. At le ast 2 pe ople  are  ne e de d for e ach  1 h our 
slot, so grab a frie nd and com e  out to h e lp. Ope n slots are  available  on:

1. Saturday, De ce m be r. 17th , 2-6 pm
2. Th ursday, De ce m be r. 22nd, 6-10 pm
3. Friday, De ce m be r. 23rd, 6-10 pm
4. Saturday, De ce m be r. 24th  9 am -2pm

Kath y w ill be  at training on De ce m be r 8th  or you can call h e r at 630-513-8351 or 
e m ail at k ath yb333@ juno.com .
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Le tte r to th e  Me m be rsh ip

I just w ante d to tak e  up a fe w  line s to th ank  e ve ryone  w h o h as com e  th rough  for m e  ove r th e  ye ars to h e lp 
w ith  de m os, CGC Te sts, ope n h ouse s, and w h ate ve r oth e r activity I've  dre am t up. You’ve  re ally m ade  th e  
role  of Public Education Coordinator an e xciting one . It w as so good to k now  th at no m atte r w h at, I could 
count on you. In January, you’ll be  se le cting a ne w  PEC. I h ope  th at th e y’ll be  able  to count on you as I h ave  
to be  ge ne rous w ith  your tim e , your ide as, your dogs, your tools and your k now le dge . And, I h ope  th at th e  
individual vote d in appre ciate s th e ir role  in trying to bridge  th e  inte re sts and ne e ds of th e  com m unity, w ith  
th e  goals of com pe titive  dog ow ne rs, and th e  re q uire m e nts of th is club.

And w h ile  I’m  at it, I’ll sugge st th at e ve ryone  be ar in m ind th at our diffe re nce s sh ould unite  us. It provide s 
for a fantastic w e ll of k now le dge  and e ndle ss pe rspe ctive s. Th at's pre tty uniq ue . W h ile  som e one  m ay not 
train, th e y m ay h ave  anoth e r tale nt th at is just as invaluable  to th e  running of th is organization as are  th e  
tale nts of th e  m ost re spe cte d com pe titors. And, sim ply be cause  som e one  trains to com pe te , doe sn't not 
m e an th e y're  one -dim e ntional or unapproach able . Pe rh aps if w e  th ink  about th at a bit be fore  w e  spe ak , 
w e ’ll find th e  stre ngth  ne e de d to advance . W e  can ch oose  to use  th is dive rsity to m ak e  us stronge r…or not. 
I’d say it’s im portant to re m e m be r th at if you can’t acce pt anyth ing, you just m igh t be  le ft w ith  noth ing at 
all.

Barb M isch  

To FVDTC,

As I re fle ct on th e  e ve nts le ading up to m y first 
obe die nce  trial, I re alize  th at th e  m ost im portant 
le sson th at I le arne d, w as taugh t to m e  w ay be fore  I 
ste ppe d into th e  ring, by an e cle ctic group of pe ople  
w h o h ave  e xtre m e ly diffe re nt vie w s on training. Th e  
le sson w as one  of cam arade rie  and a com m on goal 
of succe ss for our dogs and ourse lve s.

Th e  Lazzara siste rs, Sandy Davis, Nancy Pe de rson, 
both  W ill and Sh irle y Sh ort, Carolyn Pe arson, 
Nadine  Conne r, Bre nda Rive ra, H e le n Caste llano and 
Rick  Cox all w e nt conside rably out of th e ir w ay on 
our re gular training nigh ts to h e lp m e  and m y one  
ye ar old Labrador, Abby, ge t re ady for th e  CarDunAl 
and FVDTC trials. Alw ays re ady to h e lp, ne ve r 
tre ating m y inq uirie s as th o I sh ould h ave  k now n 
be tte r, and displaying patie nce  to no e nd w ith  m y 
constant badge ring of q ue stions.

Afte r th e  trials, w h ich  w e re  stre ssful but e le ctrifying, 
tiring but e xciting, I th ough t at le ngth  about th e se  
pe ople  and th e  individual h e lp and h ints th e y all 
gave  m e . I note  to m yse lf th at th e re  is, w ith in th e  
group of folk s w h o w e re  instrum e ntal in h e lping m e , 
a m onum e ntal diffe re nce  in ph ilosoph ie s, opinions 
and ide als. H ow e ve r, w h e n I took  all of th ose  points, 
and put th e m  all toge th e r to form  m y ow n 
conclusions as to w h at w ork e d be st for m e  and Abby, 
I re alize  th at, righ t th e re  in front of m e  w as th e  
answ e r to th e  q ue stion of "w h at m ak e s th is club 

spe cial?". It's th e  pe ople . Th is crazy, argum e ntative , 
dog loving, conflicting, goal orie nte d, opinionate d 
and caring group of pe ople  w ith  a com m on inte re st. 
O ur dogs.

W h ile  I do not care  for th e  se lf righ te ousne ss and 
cloak  and dagge r aura th at som e tim e s se e ps into our 
club issue s, th e  fact re m ains th at th e re  w ould h ave  
be e n no opportunitie s for m e  to h ave  le arne d all th e  
th ings I h ave , w ith out th ose  diffe re nce s of opinions.

Tak e  th e  le sson I h ave  e xpe rie nce d and disse ct it as 
you w ish ; h ow e ve r as Sandi Ste ph e nson w rote  to m e  
once , "Enjoy your journe y". I've  k e e p h e r w ords in 
th e  back  of m y h e ad e ach  nigh t I h e ad out to train at 
FVDTC, and as I m ak e  m y rounds to spe ak  w ith  e ach  
traine r, w h e th e r I agre e  w ith  all of th e ir m e th ods 
and ide als or not, th e y all h ave  som e th ing to te ach  
m e . I w ill continue  to agre e  w ith  som e  m ore  th an 
oth e rs sam e  as you w ill. But I k e e p in m ind th at, as 
a group, as a club, diffe re nce s of opinions and all, 
th e y taugh t m e  th e  m ost im portant le sson, 
inadve rte nt as it w as. W h at can you le arn from  such  
a varie d te am  of dog love rs? I for one , am  loving m y 
"journe y", and w ill do all I can to k e e p FVDTC an 
inte gral part of th e  road m ap include d on th is 
adve nture .

Re spe ctfully, 

Te rri Bye rly 

Le tte r to th e  Me m be rsh ip
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W h at's W rong W ith  Th is Picture ?

Fe llow  M e m be rs - 

I h ave  be e n a m e m be r of th is club for 15 ye ars, and a 
m e m be r of th e  Board of D ire ctors for 7. In th at tim e  I 
h ave  se e n ve h e m e nt argum e nts ove r a varie ty of diffe re nt 
subje cts and conflicts be tw e e n individuals, but I h ave  
ne ve r se e n th e  le ve l of divisive ne ss th at pe rvade s our club 
righ t now. I h ave  talk e d to m e m be rs w h o h ave  be e n 
around m uch  longe r th an I h ave , and th e y unanim ously 
concur. W h at's w rong w ith  th is picture ?

“Th e  Board” h as be e n accuse d of k e e ping se cre ts from  th e  
m e m be rsh ip. “Th e  Board” h as be e n accuse d of condoning 
abuse . “Th e  Board” h as be e n accuse d of not supporting its 
ow n m e m be rs. Th e  Board of D ire ctors for th is club is not 
som e  anonym ous or face le ss e ntity. Accusations le ve le d at 
“th e  Board” are , in truth , be ing le ve le d at Dave , De an, 
Ve ra, Carolyn, Am y, Sandi, W ill, Taffy, H e le n, Sue , Barb, 
France ne  and Pe ggy Sue . “Th e  Board” is a group of 16 
individuals (now  w h ittle d to 10), fe llow  m e m be rs of th is 
club, w h o h ave  volunte e re d e xtra tim e  and e ffort to h e lp 
le ad th e  club, to im prove  th e  club, to e nsure  th e  club 
continue s to provide  th e  se rvice s and activitie s th at w e 've  
com e  to e xpe ct and e njoy. Alth ough  th e  accusations are  
abundant, spe cific e xam ple s are  e xce e dingly rare , to th e  
point of be ing non-e xiste nt. W h at's w rong w ith  th is 
picture ?

O ve r th e  last se ve ral m onth s, a m e m be r of th is club h as 
publicly and re pe ate dly lie d about th e  board, about 
spe cific instructors and about th e  club in ge ne ral. 
Alth ough  e ach  of us h as th e  righ t to e xpre ss h is ow n 
opinion, and som e  of th e se  storie s m ay be  attribute d to 
ignorance  of fact, oth e rs de fy cre dulity. Th is pe rson h as 
pote ntially dam age d th e  club – re sponse s to h e r indicate  
th at e ve n th e  m ost incre dulous storie s are  be lie ve d -- ye t 
oth e r m e m be rs continue  to de fe nd h e r righ t to say w h at 
sh e  lik e s w ith out be ing h e ld accountable . W h at's w rong 
w ith  th is picture ?

It is m y opinion th at, as re asonable  pe ople  w ith  a 
com m on purpose  – th e  w e lfare  and training of our dogs – 
w e  can ve h e m e ntly disagre e  on a varie ty of topics w h ile  

still be ing re spe ctful to th ose  around us, w ith out m ak ing 
pe rsonal attack s, w ith out be ing untruth ful about th ose  
w ith  w h om  w e  disagre e .  Th e re  is no re ason th at th is club 
sh ould h ave  six board m e m be rs re sign be cause  of th e  
unw arrante d abuse  th e y h ave  e ndure d.

O ne  of our club's gre ate st stre ngth s is our dive rsity. If one  
training te ch niq ue  doe sn't w ork  for a particular dog and 
h andle r, th e re  are  at le ast a doze n oth e r options available . 
Th at sam e  dive rsity is also one  of our gre ate st 
w e ak ne sse s. Th e  passion w ith  w h ich  som e  of us h old our 
be lie fs m ak e s it im possible  to re cognize  th e  validity of 
oth e r options. 

Unfortunate ly, I do not h ave  a panace a, som e  m agic 
potion th at w ill cure  all th e  ills th at confront us. I be lie ve , 
h ow e ve r, th at th e  first ste p include s abiding by th e  value  
state m e nt th at w e  all signe d on our m e m be rsh ip 
applications.

I s h all e nde avor to conduct m ys e lf at all 
tim e s  in a m anne r th at re fle cts cre dit upon 
Fox Valle y Dog Training Club, re gardle ss  of 
th e  location or circum stance s . I w ill prote ct 
and advance  th e  inte re sts  of th e  Club by 
e ncouraging sportsm anlik e  be h avior at 
training nigh ts , corre ction clinics , obe die nce  
trials, track ing te sts and agility trials. I w ill 
uph old th e  Club's  com m itm e nt to good 
sportsm ans h ip, com m unity support and th e  
w e lfare  of th e  dogs w ith  w h ich  w e  w ork  

Th e  se cond ste p is to be gin to tre at e ach  oth e r as w e ll or 
be tte r th an w e  tre at our dogs.

I am , as alw ays, ope n to your th ough ts and counse l,

David Le w is
Pre side nt

Board Re signations

It is w ith  re gre t th at I announce  th e  re signations of th re e  curre nt board m e m be rs: D e an Connolly (First Vice  
Pre side nt), Ve ra Nybe rg (Se cond Vice  Pre side nt), Barb M isch  (Public Education Coordinator). Each  of th e se  individuals 
h as be e n a cre dit to th e  club. As pre side nt and fe llow  board m e m be r, I w ill m iss th e ir insigh t and input.

David Le w is
Pre side nt
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To Prong or Not To Prong… .
by Sandy Davis

As an Assistant Instructor in m y th ird se ssion of th e  
Be ginne r’s classe s, I fre q ue ntly h e ar th e  q ue stion “Do 
you th ink  th at m y dog could use  a prong collar?”

Alth ough  I h ave  h ad form al e ducation in anim al 
be h avior using th e  B.F.Sk inne r te ch niq ue s (using 
ope rant as w e ll as classical conditioning), I adm it 
th at m y k now le dge  of collars is only base d on m y 
ow n e xpe rie nce s w ith  m y tw o Brittanys. H olly floats 
on both  e nds of th e  stick . Alth ough  sh e  suffe rs from  
te rrible  se paration anxie ty and ne e ds to be  w ith  m e  
all of th e  tim e  (lite rally) sh e  is also a runne r. Tuck e r 
is still in th at puppy m ode . So I ne e d to m ak e  sure  
th at I h ave  se cure  collars for both  and good training 
collars. I pe rsonally use  a m artingale  collar w ith  2 D -
rings for H olly and a buck le  collar for Tuck e r. But, 
both  also use  prong collars, e spe cially w h e n w e  are  
training in a ch aotic e nvironm e nt.

Se ve ral m onth s ago, I w as told by one  of our 
m e m be rs th at using a prong collar on a dog is th e  
w rong th ing to do; th at th e  use  of prong collars is 
ave rsive  corre ctions and th at plain buck le  collars or 
h e ad h alte rs sh ould be  use d be cause  th e y are  not 
ave rsive  to dogs. Th e  club m e m be r indicate d th at 
Suzanne  Cloth ie r w as one  of th e  pe rsons w h o 
ope ne d th is m e m be r’s e ye s to th e  ave rsive ne ss of th e  
prong collar. Suzanne  Cloth ie r is a w e ll-k now n 
auth or on dog training. So I sough t m ore  
inform ation about Suzanne  to unde rstand th at point 
of vie w . 

I found th at Suzanne  h ad w ritte n an article  
spe cifically on th e  prong collars e ntitle d “Training 
W ith  Th e  Prong Collar”. W ith in th e  article , Suzanne  
state s th at th e  prong collar “is a controve rsial pie ce  
of training e q uipm e nt th at is m isunde rstood.” 
Additionally, sh e  w rote , “A popular m isconce ption is 
th at th e  use  of th e  collar cre ate s poor attitude  or 
unh appy w ork e rs.” Suzanne  points out th at by using 
th e  prong collar, th e  dog is give n th e  opportunity to 
m ak e  h is ow n de cision, th e re fore  allow ing th e  dog to 
de te rm ine  w h at can or cannot be  done  (basically 
black  and w h ite ). In e sse nce , sh e  state s, “Th e  prong 
collar, lik e  any oth e r training e q uipm e nt prope rly 
applie d, by cle arly sh ow ing th e  dog h is ch oice s, w ill 
re sult in a h appy dog w h o is w illing to w ork .”

Suzanne  also state s in h e r article  th at by banning th e  
prong collar in clubs and training classe s, one  “… 
m ay be  doom ing som e  of th e ir stude nts to failure  
and som e  of th e  dogs to a one  w ay trip to th e  pound 
by not re cognizing th e  ne e d for alte rnative  

e q uipm e nt.” Sh e  adds th at th e  prong collar “…offe rs 
conside rably le ss proble m s and pote ntial for injury 
th an th e  incre asingly popular h e ad h alte rs.” and 
adds “…prong collars do not m ak e  dogs aggre ssive ”.

An e xam ple  th at Suzanne  site s in h e r article  is of a 
Golde n Re trie ve r nam e d Andy.  Andy w e nt from  a 
confuse d and unh appy dog w h o “…lite rally pulle d 
h is struggling ow ne r into th e  training building” to 
not only a w e ll be h ave d dog w h o graduate d at th e  
top of h is class but w e nt on to furth e r training – all 
due  to th e  prope r use  of h is prong collar. 

It is im portant to note  th at Suzanne  stre sse s in h e r 
article  th at one  sh ould not assum e  th at all dogs ne e d 
a prong collar. Th e re  are  m any diffe re nt factors th at 
com e  into play w h e n de te rm ining one s dog’s ne e ds 
w h ich  include  training e nvironm e nt, th e  capability of 
th e  h andle r, th e  dog’s w illingne ss to ple ase  as w e ll as 
any distractions th at are  pre se nt at th at tim e . A 
prong collar w ould also be  use d w h e n an 
“im balance ” be tw e e n th e  ow ne r’s stre ngth  ve rsus th e  
dog’s stre ngth  cre ate s a proble m . If at all possible , 
one  sh ould w ork  tow ards not using th e  prong collar 
as th e  dog and h andle r continue  w ith  training. But, 
one  sh ould also be  aw are  th at th e re  is a possibility 
th at th e  dog w ill ne e d th e  prong collar all th e  tim e .

Afte r re ading th at inform ation and h e aring th e  club 
m e m be r, I contacte d Suzanne  dire ctly to clarify m y 
unde rstanding. Suzanne  told m e  th at pe ople  ofte n 
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Sandy Davis' H olly and Tuck e r at th e  
Se a W itch  Fe stival. "H olly w as getting 
bore d w ith  it all but Tuck e r proudly 
w alk e d dow n th e  boardw alk  w ith  h is 
tail w agging."

Continue d on p. 5
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q uote  h e r but do not alw ays do so accurate ly. “Prong collars AND h e ad h alte rs are  ofte n ave rsive , th ough  
th e y can be  only m ildly so, de pe nding on th e  dog and h ow  th e  e q uipm e nt is use d.  I alm ost ne ve r 
re com m e nd th e  use  of a h e ad h alte r unle ss th e  h andle r h as som e  se rious issue s and cannot h andle  th e  dog 
in anoth e r w ay.  M y pe rsonal pre fe re nce  alw ays is for no e q uipm e nt at all w h e re ve r possible , and if 
ne ce ssary, a buck le  or m artingale  (lim ite d ch ok e ) type  collar - th at's it.  H ard to re m e m be r w h e n I've  calle d 
for anyth ing but a buck le  or m artingale  collar for w ork ing a dog [sh e  w as re fe rring to m y H olly].  But m any 
h andle rs ne e d som e  crutch e s along th e  w ay till th e y m aste r th e  sk ill of staying m e ntally conne cte d to th e  
dog and using e q uipm e nt only as a safe ty ne t, not as a m e ans of com m unication.  Aim  for te ach ing 
e ve ryth ing w ith  you and th e  dog nak e d (no le ash , no collar, no tre at bags, no click e rs, e tc) and you'll e nd up 
not ne e ding e q uipm e nt.”  

So, sh ould you prong or not prong your dog? It all com e s dow n to th e  ch oice  of th e  ow ne r. Th e  prong collar 
offe rs a ch ance  to gain a “ne w  re lationsh ip” be tw e e n ow ne r and dog. As long as th e  collar is prope rly 
applie d and prope rly use d, th e  prong collar is a good tool to use  for training purpose s.  

I sugge st re ading th e  article  by Suzanne  Cloth ie r e ntitle d “Training W ith  Th e  Prong Collar” at 
h ttp://w w w .flyingdogpre ss.com /prong.h tm l as w e ll as h e r article  e ntitle d “Th e  Problem  W ith  H e ad H alte rs” 
at h ttp://w w w .flyingdogpre ss.com /h e adh alte rs.h tm l. In addition to th ose  tw o article s, Suzanne  h as also 
printe d oth e r inte re sting article s on h e r w e b site  touch ing on topics including “Aggre ssion Basics”, “Selecting 
Training Equipm ent” and “Re w ards Lure s and Brib e s”. Th e se  and oth e rs can be  found on h e r w e b site  at 
h ttp://w w w .flyingdogpre ss.com /article s.h tm l.

To Prong or Not to Prong
(cont'd from  p. 4)

Ne w  Orle ans Re scue
by Nadine  Conne r

W e  re turne d w ith  21 dogs on O ctobe r 23. Th is m ay be  th e  last group of dogs th at w e  re scue  form  
H am m ond, Louisiana. Th e  w e ath e r w ill be  ge tting too cold and snow y to transport dogs in a h orse  traile r. 
Be low  is a list of dogs th at are  still available . Many w e re  alre ady adopte d!! If you k now  of anyone  
inte re ste d, ple ase  h ave  th e m  contact m e .

1. Th re e  Louisiana m ixe d bre e ds – all fe m ale s 
approxim ate ly 1 ye ar old, not re late d. Sh ort h air 
and le ggy. About 20 pounds. H ouse  brok e n and 
crate  traine d. H igh  e ne rgy, good for Frisbe e , 
running around w ith  k ids, agility, e tc. All are  
gre at w ith  k ids!! (Cassie , Katie , Tulip)
2. Collie /Sh e p m ix – fe m ale , 1-2 ye ars old. 
Golde n and black  collie  le ngth  h air. H ouse  
brok e n and crate  traine d. W ild about playing. 
Doe sn't lik e  cats at all. Love s k ids (Sash a).
3. H ound m ix – fe m ale , le ss th an 1 ye ar. H ouse  
brok e n and crate  traine d. Brindle  m ix, le ggy. 
Lik e s dogs and sm all anim als (H olly)

4. Borde r m ix – m ail, 4 m onth s. M ixe s w ith  
be agle ? Lab? Black /brow n and w h ite . Ve ry 
frie ndly. H ouse  brok e n and crate  traine d. Love s 
playing and pe ople  and dogs.
5. Spanie l m ix – fe m ale , 1 ye ar. M ixe d w ith  
catah oola? Lab? Soft, ge ntle , h e als, e tc. H ouse  
brok e n and crate  traine d. W onde rful fam ily dog. 
(Daisy May)
6. Tw o puppie s – 10 w e e k s, brow n le opard spots, 
catah oola and black  le opard spot  catah oola. 
Both  fe m ale s sam e  litte r. Look s lik e  h uge  e ars 
w ith  puppie s unde r th e m . Not h ouse  brok e n ye t, 
but crate  traine d.

Ye s, only 10 dogs le ft out of th e  37 total th at w e re  re scue d. Th ank s to th e  w onde rful foste rs, th e se  dogs are  
h appy and be ing traine d w h ile  w aiting for th e ir pe rfe ct adoptive  fam ilie s.
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Dave  &  Sh annon Fe rm anich
516 Joy Ln.
Sle e py H ollow , IL 60118
(847) 428-9 388
Re rie ve r/ Borde r Collie  m ix
sh anon@ cunningh am cpa.com

Lydia Turge on
312 Burk e  Ln
South  Elgin, IL 60177
(847) 488-19 9 3
Lab &  Golde n M ix
lturge on@ e lginstate bank .com

Gary &  Be th  Pappas
122 Ash bury Ct
Ge ne va, IL 60134
(630) 262-1172
M ixe d bre e d

Magie  Le ave y
808 Manch e ste r Ct.
Ge ne va, IL 60134
Standard Poodle
budnick 77@ com cast.ne t

Ste ve  &  JoAnne  Uitto
2448 Bark doll Rd.
Nape rville , IL 60565
(630) 9 83-09 47
Australian Sh e ph e rds
sjuitto@ w ow w ay.com

Note :
Bill Clark e  h as ch ange d h is e m ail 
addre ss to 
britne ydoglovr@ sbcglobal.ne t

Me m be rsh ip Re port
Sue  M acPh e rson

De ce m be r Corre ction Clinic

Th e  final FVDTC m atch  is Th ursday, De ce m be r 1st.   Only a fe w  Utility e ntrie s are  le ft but th e re  is ple nty of 
room  in Ope n and Novice .

w e  are  in gre at ne e d of h e lp for th e  m atch  on De c. 1, 2005 - our last one  for th e  ye ar. Ne e d at le ast 6 ste w ards, 
Nov.B, Ope n B (one  in e ach  of th ose ) and Utility A and Utility B (tw o in e ach  of th e m ).
W ith out your h e lp, m e m be rs, w e  cannot h ave  th e  m atch  - th e  judge s w on't run th e  classe s if nobody is th e re  to 
h e lp. So ple ase , e -m ail Ingrid H am burge r at: i.h am burge r@ com cast.ne t or call: (630) 365-3248.

Me m be rsh ip Me e ting M inute s

M em be rsh ip M e eting H igh ligh ts
Novem be r 2, 2005

Me e ting brough t to orde r at 7:38 p.m .

Carolyn Pe arson (Se cre tary).  Th e  Octobe r Me e ting m inute s w e re  approve d w ith  th e  follow ing ch ange .
• As publish e d:  Individuals w h o participate  in th e  random  draw  agre e  to w ork  at th e  trial to guarante e  an 

e ntry into th e  trial.  Pe ggy Sue  Se e h afe r volunte e re d to h e lp H e le n Caste llano.
• As corre cte d:  Individuals w h o participate  in th e  random  draw  agre e  to w ork  at th e  trial to guarante e  an 

e ntry into th e  trial.  Ve ra Nybe rg volunte e re d to h e lp H e le n Caste llano.
Se ve ral ite m s of corre sponde nce  w e re  re ad.

De an Connolly (First Vice -Pre s ide nt) re porte d th at th e  m ats are  cle an.  H e  th ank e d Ed H e rde s for spe arh e ading 
for th e  e ffort.  Th e  nam e s of th e  volunte e rs w ill be  publish e d in th e  W aggin’ Tale s.

Dave  Le w is (W aggin' Tale s Editor) re porte d th at th e  de adline  is Sunday, Nove m be r 6th . Se cre tary’s note : Th e  
de adline  is actually 11/20

W ill Sh ort (Obe die nce  Trial Ch airpe rson) re porte d th at Ste w ards s h ould arrive  no late r th an 7:30 a.m . on 
Sunday, Nove m be r 13th .  Susan Ye e , Kitch e n Ch air, re porte d th at sh e  ne e ds volunte e rs to pre pare  som e  food at 
h om e  th e  nigh t be fore  and bring it to th e  k itch e n th e  day of trial.  Kitch e n volunte e rs s h ould arrive  be tw e e n 
6:15 a.m . and 6:30 a.m .  Carolyn Pe arson, H ospitality Ch air, announce d th at anyone  w h o w is h e d to atte nd th e  
Nove m be r 12th  Judge s Dinne r s h ould contact h e r for th e  de tails.

Taffy W ille  (Obe die nce  Trial Se cre tary) state d th at th e  catalog is at th e  printe rs.  Taffy re porte d th at th e  e ntrie s 
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are  close d.  Alth ough  s h e  did not h ave  th e  final 
num be rs available  at th e  m e e ting, s h e  state d th at w ith  
th e  e xce ption of th e  Ope n B class, none  of th e  classe s 
fille d.

Sue  MacPh e rson (Me m be rsh ip Ch airpe rson) re ad a list 
of tw o ne w  applicants as publish e d in th e  W aggin’ 
Tale s, but ne ith e r w as pre se nt at th e  m e e ting.  Ingrid 
m ade  a m otion to acce pt th e  list as publish e d.  Barb 
M isch  se conde d th e  m otion.  Th e  m otion w as approve d 
by all, w ith out any opposition or abste ntions.  W e lcom e  
to our ne w e st m e m be rs!  

France ne  Andre se n (Track ing Te st Ch airpe rson) 
re porte d th at th e  Se pte m be r 2005 track ing e ve nt 
e arne d a profit of approxim ate ly $80.00.  Sh e  is 
aw aiting confirm ation from  th e  judge s s h e  h as 
contacte d for th e  2006 te st. Sh e  announce d th at as a 
continuation to last m onth ’s story about th e  Ch ih uah ua 
e arning a Track ing Dog Exce lle nt (TDX) title , th e  sam e  
Ch ih uah ua passe d its Variable  Surface  Track ing (VST) 
and is now  a Ch am pion Track e r (CT).  

Barb M isch  (Public Education Coordinator) state d th at 
W OOF-line  is up-to-date .  Barb also re porte d th at 
th ank s to Nancy Pe de rson, today FVDTC re ce ive d 
m e ntion on th e  US 9 9  radio station.  Barb state d th at 
in re sponse  to se ve ral re q ue sts s h e  w ould lik e  to offe r 
a Conform ation de m onstration at th e  De ce m be r 1st 
Corre ction Clinic.  Barb also ask e d for a dog th at m igh t 
be  th e  righ t s ize  to m ode l a jack e t sh e  m ade  for th e  
fundrais ing raffle , so sh e  could tak e  a picture  for 
pe ople  to se e .

H e le n Caste llano (Agility Trial Ch airpe rson) state d th at 
sh e  h ad noth ing ne w  to re port since  th e  last m e e ting.

Pe ggy Sue  Se e h afe r (Dire ctor at Large ) re porte d th at a 
le tte r w as se nt to th e  Ch icago alde rm an re garding th e  
‘anti-pit bull’ law .  In re sponse  to Te rri Bye rly’s 
q ue stion about th e  possibility of h aving a form  le tte r 
available  for club m e m be rs to se nd, it w as state d th at 
any individuals w h o w is h e d to sh ould se nd a le tte r, 
s h ould do so.  Alth ough  a form  le tte r to use  as a 
starting point w ould be  drafte d, it is alw ays be tte r to 
put your ow n w ords into th e  le tte r.  A le tte r or an e -
m ail m e ssage  is e ffe ctive .

Pe ggy Sue  announce d th at th e  ne w  Cam pton Tow nsh ip 
Dog Park  is now  ope n.  Sh e  state d th at th e  organize rs 
w ould lik e  to do a de m onstration ve ry s im ilar to th e  
e ve nt h e ld in th e  St. Ch arle s Dog Park .  

Carolyn Pe arson (Annual Dinne r Ch airpe rson) 
announce d th at Saturday, March  18, 2006 is th e  

te ntative  date  for th e  Annual Dinne r.  Th e  e ve nt w ill be  
at e ith e r Fish e rm e n’s Inn or Lincoln Inn, de pe nding on 
date  availability.  Carolyn ask e d w h e th e r th e  curre nt 
com m itte e  m e m be rs s h ould continue  th e  tradition of 
offe ring th ank -you ack now le dge m e nts for th e  
volunte e rs w h o w ork  at club e ve nts.  Th e  club 
m e m be rs pre se nt agre e d th at it is a good tradition to 
continue .

Kath y Busch  (Fundrais ing Ch airpe rson) re porte d th at 
th e  Candle ligh t Bow ling w as a h uge  succe ss and 
e arne d a profit of approxim ate ly $175.00.  Sh e  state d 
th at sh e  and France ne  took  a lot of picture s.  Sh e  h as 
s igne d a contract w ith  Barne s &  Noble  for a gift 
w rapping e ve nt and w ill ne e d at le ast tw o volunte e rs 
for e ach  of th e  follow ing date s and tim e s.

Date Starting At Ending At
De ce m be r 17 2:00pm 6:00pm
De ce m be r 22 6:00pm 10:00pm
De ce m be r 23 6:00pm 1:00pm
De ce m be r 24 9 :00am 2:00pm

Kath y also state d th at sh e  is in ne e d of volunte e rs to 
assist h e r on th e  day of th e  trial for th e  fundrais ing 
raffle .  In re sponse  to Kath y’s q ue stion, Priscilla state d 
th at last ye ar, s h e  sold 5 tick e ts for $1.00 for m ost of 
th e  ite m s.  H ow e ve r sh e  did offe r a h igh e r price d raffle  
for th e  m ore  e xpe nsive  ite m s.  Sue  MacPh e rson state d 
th at h e r daugh te r, H olly, w ould h e lp Kath y and Joe  on 
th e  day of th e  trial.

Pe nny Brcich  (Match  Co-Ch airpe rson) state d th at th e  
ne xt corre ction clinic is Th ursday, De ce m be r 1st and is 
th e  final corre ction clinic for 2005.

Ingrid H am burge r (Match  Ste w ard Ch airpe rson) 
re porte d th at sh e  ne e ds ste w ards for th e  ne xt 
corre ction clinic on Th ursday, De ce m be r 1st.  Sh e  also 
state d th at h ad it not be e n for th e  individuals w h o 
volunte e re d at th e  Octobe r corre ction clinic; th e re  
w ould not h ave  be e n e nough  ste w ards.

Pe nny Brcich  (Sunsh ine ) re porte d th at cards w e re  se nt 
to W ally Pisarsk i, w h o h ad h e art surge ry, and to Jan 
Sch om e r w h o lost Cam pe r, h e r 7-ye ar old Golde n 
Re trie ve r.  Sh e  ask e d th at if anyone  h e ars about an 
e ve nt th at sh ould be  ack now le dge d to ple ase  se nd th e  
inform ation to h e r.

Month ly Dollar Buck e t

… and th e  w inne r of $7.00 is Rick  Cox as draw n by 
Sam anth a Caste llano.  H e  donate d th e  m one y to club.
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Old Busine ss

Prope rty Re port  -  H e le n state d th at sh e  h ad noth ing 
ne w  to re port. 

New  Busine ss

Mem be rsh ip Revocation 
Dave  Le w is re ad th e  follow ing.

A s e rious and unfortunate  m atte r is  be ing 
subm itte d for your cons ide ration tonigh t.  I am  
re fe rring to th e  m otion for th e  te rm ination of Kay 
W e be r’s  training m e m be rs h ip.  Th is  m otion is  
bas e d on s e ve ral occurre nce s  th at h ave  le ft no 
oth e r options ope n to th is  Board.

In m ak ing th is  de cis ion, w e  h ave  as k e d ours e lve s 
th e  q ue stion “Is  Kay W e be r a constructive  or 
de structive  m e m be r of th is  club?”  Afte r m uch  
inve stigation, m any h ours of cons ide ration and 
e xh austive  discuss ion, w e  h ave  conclude d th at 
h e r m e m be rs h ip in our club h as  be e n a 
de structive  force .  H e re  are  som e  of th e  m ain 
points w e  took  into cons ide ration:

· Kay cite d FVDTC as an abus ive  club in an 
inte rne t posting on April 29 th , 2005.  Th is  s e t 
th e  pre ce de nt of us ing FVDTC, by de fault, as 
th e  club w h e re  subs e q ue nt acts of crue lty 
w e re  pe rform e d.  Kay accus e d instructors of 
h anging dogs, ste pping on toe s , e tc.  Sh e  said 
“O ne  little  girl w as told h e r dog s h ould die  
w h e n it m isbe h ave d.   Anoth e r little  girl h ad 
h e r dog k ick e d w h e n it did not ge t up fast 
e nough  for a re call.”  Th e s e  state m e nts w e re  
attribute d to instructors .  H anging dogs is  a 
re curring th e m e  in late r postings .  

· Th e  m ost re ce nt attack s  on th is  club cam e  in 
a posting on Se pte m be r 1, 2005.  Sh e  said 
s h e  w itne s s e d tw o acts of abus e .  In th e  first 
s h e  state d “Th e  instructor took  th e  le as h  and 
h ung th e  puppy off th e  ground by its  ne ck  
and dragge d it across  th e  floor – its fe e t not 
touch ing.”  Sh e  w e nt on to re count “Th is  
h appe ne d ove r and ove r for th e  be tte r part of 
½ an h our.”   Kay th e n sugge ste d th at our 
training staff bore  a re s e m blance  to w ife  
be ate rs : To q uote  h e r “I’m  sorry but th is  is  
crap.  Isn’t th is  w h at w ife  be ate rs  do?  Be at 
th e  crap out of a w om an and th e n 
apologize ?”   In th e  oth e r incide nt an 
instructor suppos e dly h e ld a tunne l five  fe e t 
off th e  ground and ph ys ically lifte d dogs and 
th re w  th e m  in th e  tunne l.  Since  one  of th e  
dogs in q ue stion w as 9 0 lbs, th is  s e e m s  to be  

ph ys ically im poss ible .  Th e s e  are  
inflam m atory accounts and w ould antagonize  
any dog love r. 

• Afte r be ing contacte d about h e r alle gations , 
Kay re fus e d to m ak e  an official re port on th e  
alle ge d abus e  incide nts .  Sh e  flatly state d “I 
don’t particularly care  about be ing e ffe ctive  
at ch anging FV… ”  Sh e  also adde d “I am  fre e  
to e xpre s s  m y disple asure  in any forum  I 
ch oos e .”  

· D e spite  Kay’s re fusal to m ak e  an official 
re port, th e  Board still fe lt it w as im portant to 
conduct an inve stigation to de te rm ine  if th e re  
w as any truth  to th e  abus e  alle gations .  Th e re  
w e re  som e  glaring incons iste ncie s  be tw e e n 
Kay’s account and th e  account of th e  
stude nts in th e  class .  None  of th e  stude nts 
or m e m be rs  th at w e re  training im m e diate ly 
w ith in th e  training ring obs e rve d anyth ing 
th at th e y cons ide re d to be  abus ive .

• Kay’s re spons e  to th e  inve stigation w as 
“Th at’s crap.  Th e re ’s  noth ing to unde rstand. 
 Th e  puppy w as be ing h ung off th e  ground by 
its  ne ck  w h ile  be ing dragge d.  Th at is  abus e . 
 Th e re  is  no e xcus e  or re ason for th at.  Th e  
only oth e r conclus ion th at can be  m ade  is  
th at all th e  w itne s s e s  are  lying.”  Sh e  also 
state d “I h ave  ne ve r h ad and still do not h ave  
any inte ntion of m ak ing a (s ic) ‘official’ re port 
to th e  club.  Th e  focus of th is  inve stigation 
s e e m s  to be  (1.) H ow  to justify abus e  and (2.) 
H ow  to k e e p future  incide nts ‘s e cre t.’”

Kay W e be r h as  re fus e d to e ngage  in any 
m e aningful dialogue  to re solve  th is  conflict.  Sh e  
re fus e d to follow  club policie s  to addre s s  th is  
proble m .  Th e  Board m e m be rs  of th is  club fe e l 
th at m e m be rs  DO  h ave  th e  righ t to re spe ctfully 
disagre e  w ith  oth e r m e m be rs  re garding th e ir 
pe rsonal ch oice  of training m e th ods , and e ve n th e  
q uality of th e  le ade rs h ip of th e  club.  H ow e ve r, no 
m e m be r h as  th e  righ t to spre ad unsubstantiate d 
and inflam m atory rum ors , or to m ak e  de fam atory 
state m e nts about oth e r m e m be rs  in a public 
forum .  Th e re fore , th e  Board m e m be rs  of th is  club 
fe e l th at th e  only option le ft ope n to us is  to 
re vok e  h e r m e m be rs h ip.

It m ust be  absolute ly cle ar in th e  e ach  and e ve ry 
pe rson's  m ind th at th is  is  not be caus e  of a 
diffe re nce  in opinion in training te ch niq ue s , nor 
be caus e  Kay th ink s  th e  Board of D ire ctors is  
incom pe te nt.  Sh e  is  e ntitle d to th os e  opinions . 
 Th is  is  be caus e  th e  Board cons ide rs  Kay's  
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state m e nts to be  a violation of th e  rule s of th is  
club, be caus e  s h e  h as  state d th at s h e  h as  no 
de s ire  to im prove  Fox Valle y, and be caus e  of h e r 
arguably libe lous com m e nts in a public forum  
about th e  club, its  instructors and its  Board of 
D ire ctors .  Sh e  s h ould h ave  follow e d th e  
e stablis h e d proce dure s  and com e  to th e  Board 
initially.

Dave  state d th at as th is m otion is com ing from  a 
standing com m itte e , th e  Board, it doe s not ne e d a 
se cond.  Dave  th e n re ad th e  follow ing le tte r w h ich  w as 
se nt to Kay W e be r.

In accordance  w ith  th e  Fox Valle y Dog Training 
Club’s By-Law s (s e e  4.4.2 be low ), you are  h e re by 
notifie d th at th e  Board of D ire ctors is  
re com m e nding to th e  m e m be rs h ip th at your 
Re gular/Training Me m be rs h ip be  cance lle d for th e  
follow ing re asons .
• Your blatant disre gard for th e  club’s w e lfare  

and re putation as de m onstrate d by th e  
inte rne t posting of unprove n alle gations of 
dog abus e  by th e  te ach ing staff.

• Your re fusal to follow  publis h e d proce dure s  to 
addre s s  th os e  alle gations .

• Your libe l of th e  curre nt Board m e m be rs  for 
condoning th e  alle ge d dog abus e .

• Your lack  of re gard for th e  club’s re putation 
and poss ibly th e  financial future  of th e  club.

Th e  Board Me m be rs  discuss e d th e  s ituation at 
le ngth  and w e  fe e l th at w e  cannot allow  an 
individual w h o e xh ibits  th is  be h avior to continue  
th e ir m e m be rs h ip w ith  FVDTC.

4.4.2  Any m e m be r m ay be  dism is s e d and h is/h e r 
righ ts  cance lle d for a good caus e , afte r said caus e  
h aving first be e n re vie w e d by th e  Board of 
D ire ctors and, if ne ce s sary by th e  m e m be rs h ip-at-
large , by a tw o-th irds  m ajority vote  of th e  
m e m be rs  pre s e nt and voting.  H ow e ve r, no 
m e m be r s h all be  dism is s e d for any caus e  until 
h e /s h e  h as  be e n notifie d by th e  Se cre tary of th e  
ch arge s  m ade  and s h all h ave  an opportunity to 
re ply in h is/h e r de fe ns e , e ith e r in w riting or in 
pe rson, at th e  ne xt re gular m e e ting.

Sh ould you w is h  to re ply in your de fe ns e , you 
m ust do so e ith e r w ith  a le tte r addre s s e d to th e  
Board at th e  addre s s  be low , or at th e  Nove m be r 2, 
2005 Me m be rs h ip Me e ting.  Th e  m e e ting is  
conducte d at th e  Kane  County Exte ns ion Ce nte r at 
7:30 p.m .  Ple as e  notify m e  by noon on O ctobe r 
29 , 2005 at 630.231.5658 as to h ow  you inte nd to 
re spond.

Alth ough  Kay did not re spond to th e  board’s le tte r by 
th e  de adline , s h e  did provide  th e  follow ing state m e nt, 
w h ich  w as re ad by W ill Sh ort at th e  m e e ting, pe r Kay’s 

re q ue st.  

I h ave  as k e d W ill Sh ort to re ad th is  aloud to th e  
m e m be rs h ip s ince  I cannot atte nd th e  m e e ting 
due  to a prior com m itm e nt.

To th e  FVDTC Board and Fe llow  Club Me m be rs :

O n O ct. 27, 2005 I re ce ive d a le tte r stating th at 
th e  Board of D ire ctors is  re com m e nding th at m y 
m e m be rs h ip be  re vok e d.  I inte nd to re spond to 
th e  ch arge s  th e y h ave  m ade  in th is  le tte r.

First of all, a fe w  days notice  for th is  type  of action 
is  ine xcusable  both  in re gards to th e  lack  of 
pre paration tim e  as  w e ll th e  ability to notify any 
m e m be rs  th at w ould lik e  to be  h e ard on th is  
m atte r. Th e  board h ad de cide d on th is  action 
s e ve ral w e e k s  ago and th e y h ad am ple  tim e  to 
notify anyone  w h o th e y fe lt w ould support th e m  to 
atte nd th is  m e e ting.
I w as not afforde d th is  sam e  courte sy. Be caus e  of 
th e  s h ort notice  and m any oth e r prior 
com m itm e nts , som e  m e m be rs  h ave  subm itte d 
w ritte n opinions . It is  im portant for e ach  m e m be r 
to be  h e ard, in h is  or h e r ow n w ords . W ill Sh ort 
h as  copie s  of th e  m e s sage s  subm itte d and I h ave  
as k e d h im  to re ad e ach  m e s sage  in it’s  e ntire ty 
and in th e  m e m be rs  ow n w ords . I h ave  th e  righ t, 
pe r th e  bylaw s, to re spond to th e  ch arge s  m ade  
against m e  and part of m y re ply include s  th e  
le tte rs , in th e ir e ntire ty, from  th e  m e m be rs  w h o 
ch os e  to re spond to m y re q ue st for com m e nts . I 
as k e d e ach  pe rson to also copy th e  BO D on h is  or 
h e r le tte rs , so th at th e  BO D h as  a copy of e ach  
re ply.

My re spons e  to e ach  ch arge  m ade  by th e  BO D is  
afte r e ach  of th e ir ch arge s :

“You (s ic) blatant disre gard for th e  club’s 
w e lfare  and re putation as de m onstrate d by 
th e  inte rne t posting of unprove n alle gations 
of dog abuse  by th e  te ach ing staff”

Th is  ch arge  doe s  not give  any spe cifics  but I 
as sum e  th at th is  is  re fe rring to a post I m ade  on a 
private  training list ow ne d by W ill Sh ort. In th at 
post I did not m e ntion any pe rson, place  or 
organization by nam e . I h ave  give n m y pe rm is s ion 
for th is  post to be  copie d and I h ave  provide d 
copie s  for th e  m e m be rs  pre s e nt w h o h ave  not 
re ad it. I train at a num be r of place s , so I could 
h ave  be e n talk ing about any place  in th at post. In 
addition, I ne ve r ide ntify m ys e lf as a FVDTC 
m e m be r – anyw h e re . No one  re ading th e  post 
could conclude  any inform ation about th is  post – 
unle ss  th e y h e ard about th e  incide nt from  
som e one  e lse . W h e n Le w is  poste d a public re ply 
to th e  list, h e  w as publicly ide ntifying th e  location 
to oth e r FVDTC by virtue  of h is  as sociation. Dave  
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Le w is  copie d th is  post and distribute d it to oth e r 
pe ople . W h e n Le w is  pass e d th is  inform ation out to 
th e  board m e m be rs  H E w as th e  one  w h o 
ide ntifie d th e  pe ople  and location. Furth e rm ore , 
h e  did NOT h ave  m y pe rm is s ion or th e  list ow ne r’s  
pe rm is s ion to copy th is  post. Th is  is  a cle ar 
violation of copyrigh t, w h ich  is  de taile d in a le tte r 
w ritte n by Cris  Mazza, w h ich  w ill be  re ad. W ill 
Sh ort can atte st to th e  fact th at I h ave  ne ve r 
ide ntifie d any pe rson or organization by nam e  in 
any posts on h is  list.

W h ile  th e  board h as  conclude d th at th e  abus e  
w as ‘unprove n’, th e ir conclus ion m igh t be  
q ue stione d. Cindy Pak e nas , w h o w as th e  dire ctor 
of training at th e  tim e  th e  incide nts occurre d, h as  
m ade  a w ritte n account in w h ich  s h e  de finite ly 
state s  th at th is  incide nt as w e ll as oth e r incide nts 
by th is  sam e  instructor are , in h e r opinion, abus e . 
W ill Sh ort w h o w itne s s e d th e  incide nts h as  also 
m ade  a state m e nt to th e  board th at th e  incide nts 
w e re  abus e . Ve ra Nybe rg, w h o w itne s s e d one  of 
th e  incide nts , calle d Cindy th at ve ry nigh t to 
re port th at s h e  th ough t th e  incide nt w as abus e . 
Th e re  w e re  FOUR club m e m be rs , th re e  of w h ich  
w e re  board m e m be rs , including th e  DOT w h o ALL 
state d th at th e y w itne s s e d abus e . In re spons e , 
som e  (but not all) of th e  pe t ow ne rs  th at w e re  in 
th e  class e s  w h e re  th e s e  incide nts occurre d w e re  
‘inte rvie w e d’. Th e  BO D’s conclus ion m e ans one  of 
tw o th ings : Th e  four m e m be rs  w e re  not found to 
be  cre dible , or th e  incide nts did h appe n as 
re porte d but th e  board found th at th e  be h avior 
w itne s s e d by th e  m e m be rs  w as not abus e . A 
board th at cons ists  m ainly of pe ople  w h o do not 
train or do not s h ow  th e ir dogs m ade  th is  de cis ion 
bas e d on w h at som e  pe t ow ne rs  said. If you 
q ue stion m y q ualifications to disce rn w h at is  and 
isn’t abus e , I am  providing a copy of m y re sum e . 
If you don’t th ink  m y ass e s sm e nt w as valid, 
ple as e  cons ide r th at W ill Sh ort and Cindy Pak e nas 
are  unq ue stionably th e  m ost e xpe rie nce d traine rs  
on th e  board and th e y BOTH  agre e  th at w h at th e y 
saw  w as abus e . Cindy h as  provide d a copy of h e r 
re port on th is  incide nt to be  re ad at th is  m e e ting, 
w h ich  also state s  w h y s h e  re s igne d.

“Your re fusal to follow  publish e d proce dure s 
to addre ss th ose  alle gations”

I w as not supplie d w ith  any indication as to w h at 
th is  ‘publis h e d proce dure ’ is  and could find 
noth ing re late d to th e  re porting of abus e  in th e  
bylaw s . Th e re  is  no REQUIREMENT th at a m e m be r 
re port anyth ing. I D ID  re port th e  first incide nt to 
Cindy at th e  tim e  it w as occurring. Sh e  w e nt into 
th e  ring and as k e d th e  instructor to stop. Th e  
instructor did not com ply. I re porte d th e  s e cond 
incide nt to Cindy late r (s h e  h ad le ft afte r th e  first 
incide nt). Ve ra also re porte d th e  incide nt to Cindy 
th at nigh t. Th e  dire ctor of training is  in ch arge  at 

training and m e m be rs  w h o h ave  an is sue  w ith  
som e th ing at training w ould re port it to th e  DOT, 
and th at is  EXACTLY w h at I did. It is  up to th e  DOT 
to re spond to com plaints .

If th is  is  re fe rring to th e  grie vance  proce dure , 
again, th e re  is  no re q uire m e nt th at anyone  file  a 
grie vance  for any re ason. Pre viously a m e m be r 
re porte d an instance  of abus e  by anoth e r 
m e m be r. In re spons e  th e  accus e d m e m be r th e n 
file d a grie vance  against th e  m e m be r w h o 
re porte d th e  incide nt. W h o w ould w ant to go 
th rough  th at proce s s?

“Your libe l of th e  curre nt Board m e m be rs 
for condoning th e  alle ge d dog abuse ”

Again th e re  w as no spe cific inform ation w h at th is  
is  re fe rring to. I can only assum e  th is  re fe rs  to 
private  e m ail, addre s s e d to Dave  Le w is  at h is  
PRIVATE e m ail addre s s , NOT h is  e m ail addre s s  as  
FVDTC pre s ide nt. H e  ne ve r state d h e  w as 
contacting m e  in h is  role  as th e  pre s ide nt. H e  did 
pe rs ist in trying to ge t m e  to say m y e m ails to 
h im  w e re  m y ‘official’ account. I ne ve r re sponde d 
to h im . H e  also continue d to e m ail m e  to try and 
ge t m e  to re spond e ve n afte r I told h im  
re pe ate dly th at I did not w is h  to spe ak  to h im  and 
th e  th at (s ic) I did not w ant h im  to contact m e  
again. Le w is  th e n copie d th e s e  m e s sage s  and 
distribute d th e m , again w ith out m y pe rm is s ion.

Copying and distributing anyth ing th at is  w ritte n 
w ith out th e  pe rm is s ion of th e  auth or is  a violation 
of copyrigh t. Anyone  w h o tak e s  th e s e  copie s  and 
furth e r distribute s  th e m  is  also in violation. I do 
NOT give  pe rm is s ion for th e s e  e m ails to be  
distribute d or re ad at th is  m e e ting – as a m atte r 
of principle . Th is  violation is  som e th ing th at th e  
board doe s  on a re gular bas is  and I w ill not 
support or condone  th is  action.

Th e  le tte r w ritte n by Cris  Mazza cle arly de fine s  
th e  re q uire m e nts for libe l and afte r h e aring h e r 
le tte r you w ill s e e  th at NONE of th e  conditions to 
prove  libe l h ave  be e n m e t. Th e  le gal advice  I 
re ce ive d on th is  m atte r concurs w ith  w h at Cris  
h as  w ritte n and s h e  m ak e s  it ve ry cle ar, so I w ill 
le t h e r le tte r stand as m y re spons e  to th is  ch arge .

Th e  m e m be rs  s h ould also de cide  if th e y w ould 
support th e  BO D in pursuing th is  ch arge  any 
furth e r. I can guarante e  th e re  w ould be  a lot of 
publicity surrounding th is , including state m e nts 
by e xpe rts on th e  topic of dog abus e  and 
organizations such  as  th e  H um ane  Socie ty. Public 
opinion on th is  topic m ay not be  in favor of th e  
BO D or FVDTC.

“Your lack  of re gard for th e  club’s 
re putation and possibly th e  financial future  
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of th e  club”

I h ave  not ide a w h at th is  is  about. I do not 
ide ntify m ys e lf as a FVDTC m e m be r to anyone  
be caus e  of th e  training m e th ods and th e  
tre atm e nt of dogs th at I w itne s s  at training. I also 
do not re com m e nd FVDTC to anyone  w h o is  
look ing for a place  to train th e ir dogs . You w ill 
h e ar from  oth e r m e m be rs  tonigh t w h o also do 
not re com m e nd FVDTC and in fact th e re  are  a 
num be r of m e m be rs  w h o do not put th e ir ow n 
dogs in th e  puppy or be ginne r class e s . Th e re  is  a 
diffe re nce  in failing to re com m e nd a facility and 
saying you do not re com m e nd a facility. In e ith e r 
cas e , w h e th e r to re com m e nd or not is  a pe rsonal 
opinion. Th e re  is  no re q uire m e nt th at a m e m be r 
re com m e nd FVDTC.

W h e n I give  re com m e ndations , I re com m e nd 
traine rs  only, not facilitie s , s ince  I cannot be  sure  
w h o th e  instructor m igh t be  at a give n facility. I 
also te ll pe ople  w h at m e th ods to look  for, w h at to 
look  in te rm s of cre de ntials of an instructor. I also 
te ll pe ople  th at th e re  is  NEVER a ne e d for 
ph ys ical or e m otion punis h m e nt in training a dog.

FVDTC alre ady h as  a re putation for th e ir training 
m e th ods . Th is  re putation is  re inforce d e ach  and 
e ve ry tim e  som e  pe t ow ne r le ave s  FVDTC and 
te lls all th e ir frie nds and ne igh bors th at th e y w ill 
ne ve r go back  th e re . Th e  public h as  w ritte n 
le tte rs  to th e  board about incide nts th e y h ave  
s e e n. Me m be rs  h ave  w ritte n le tte rs  about th e ir 
frie nds w h o h ave  h ad bad e xpe rie nce s  at FVDTC 
and th e y h ave  told th e ir frie nds . Th e  FVDTC 
board appe ars to care  m ore  about w h at is  said 
th an w h at is  going on. Th e y are  m ore  w orrie d 
th at som e one  w ill h e ar som e th ing ne gative  about 
FVDTC th an trying to pre ve nt th os e  ve ry e ve nts 
th at caus e  th os e  ne gative  com m e nts in th e  first 
place .

In conclus ion, I be lie ve  w h at I h ave  pre s e nte d 
along w ith  th e  le tte rs  to be  re ad by W ill Sh ort, 
prove  th at th e  alle gations m ade  by th e  BO D are  
com ple te ly w ith out m e rit. I be lie ve  th at th e  true  
ch arge s  are : 1.) W e  don’t lik e  you. 2.) You are  not 
allow e d to disagre e  w ith  th e  BO D and 3.) W e  w ill 
do anyth ing to s h ut you up.

Do you w ant th e  BO D to h ave  th is  pow e r? Th is  
w h ole  action is  an atte m pt to k e e p m e m be rs  
from  spe ak ing th e ir opinions , e spe cially if th os e  
opinions are  diffe re nt from  th e  BO D. Th is  is  an 
unspok e n th re at to e ach  and e ve ry m e m be r th at 
if th e y dare  to spe ak  out, th e y too w ill h ave  th e ir 
m e m be rs h ip te rm inate d. It could be  any one  of 
you at any tim e . It h as  h appe ne d be fore  and it 
w ill h appe n again unle ss  th e  m e m be rs  say 

“Enough ”.

(s igne d)
Kay W e be r

(Note  from  Se cre tary:  Alth ough  th e  e -m ail m e ssage s 
w h ich  w e re  re ad at th e  m e e ting are  not ph ysically 
incorporate d w ith in th e se  m inute s, a copy of e ach  h as 
be e n include d w ith in th e  official club file s and is 
available  to vie w  as public club re cords.)

Dave  state d th at h e  h ad re ce ive d inte rpre tations of 
libe l th at pe rfe ctly m atch e d th e  state m e nts th at Kay 
m ade , and inte rpre tations of libe l th at absolve  Kay. 
None  of us, h ow e ve r, are  law ye rs, so th e  le gal te rm  
“libe l” sh ould not h ave  be e n use d. Th e  e ffe ct and 
inte nt of th e  le tte r w ould h ave  be e n th e  sam e  if it said 
“pote ntially libe lous” or “arguably libe lous.” 

At th is tim e , W ill Sh ort re ad a le tte r from  Cindy 
Pak e nas de scribing th e  e ve nts as s h e  saw  on 
Se pte m be r 2.  Cris Mazza re ad th e  tw o e -m ail 
m e ssage s, date d 10/31/2005 and 11/02/2005, w h ich  
s h e  h ad se nt to Dave  Le w is.  Dave  Le w is re ad Sandy 
Davis’ m e ssage  date d 11/01/2005.  Pe nny Brcich  re ad 
h e r e -m ail m e ssage  date d 10/31/2005.  

Dave  state d th at in re sponse  to Kay’s asse rtion th at “I 
ne ve r ide ntify m yse lf as a FVDTC m e m be r – 
anyw h e re ”, s h e  doe s ide ntify h e rse lf as a FVDTC club 
m e m be r in a posting m ade  on April 29 , 2005 on W ill 
Sh ort’s Running Sh adow  Forum .  H ow e ve r, at th at 
tim e  W ill state d th at h e  re fuse d to give  pe rm iss ion to 
Dave  to re ad th at posting at th e  m e e ting.  Te rri 
Byle rly ask e d W ill Sh ort, as th e  m ode rator, w h e th e r it 
w ould be  pe rm iss ible  for Dave  to paraph rase  th e  April 
29 th  posting.  W ill also re fuse d to pe rm it Dave  to 
paraph rase  th e  posting.

H e le n Caste llano state d th at according to an E-m ail 
Etiq ue tte  w e bsite  s h e  locate d, th e re  is no such  th ing 
as a private  e -m ail m e ssage .  Sh e  re ad th e  follow ing: 
 “Stop righ t w h e re  you are  and se t aside  a couple  of 
brain ce lls for th e  follow ing state m e nt: th e re  is no 
such  th ing as a private  e -m ail.  I don’t care  w h at 
anybody says, state s, sw e ars or w h ate ve r, th e re  is just 
no such  th ing as private  e -m ail.”  

De an Connolly state d th at th e  ch arge s of abuse  m ade  
by Kay W e be r w e re  starte d as e arly as April 29 , 2005.  

Dave  re ad Julie  Dorse y-O sk e rk a’s e -m ail m e ssage  
date d 10/31/2005 and Te re sa Orm an’s e -m ail m e ssage  
date d 10/29 /2005.  In re sponse  to Te re sa’s state m e nt 
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in h e r e -m ail th at “W h e n I e -m aile d m y conce rn to 
Dave  Le w is I ne ve r got a re sponse , I gue ss th is w as 
disre garde d.” Dave  state d th at h e  did se nd a re ply, 
h ow e ve r h is re ply m e ssage  to h e r e -m ail addre ss 
“bounce d.”  

Ed H e rde s ask e d w h y h e  and Bill Clark e  w e re  
unaw are  of th e se  proce e ding until th e  ve ry last 
m inute s and ye t oth e rs w e re  so w e ll aw are  of it th at 
th e y h ad be e n se nding m e ssage s to Dave  as e arly as 
10/29 /2005.  Carolyn Pe arson e xplaine d th e  proce ss 
th e  Board follow e d.  
• Th e  de cis ion w as m ade  in an Exe cutive  Se ss ion of 

th e  FVDTC Board of Dire ctors on 10/25/2005.
• Th e  le tte r to Kay W e be r w as com pose d and m aile d 

via Ce rtifie d Mail and re ce ive d and signe d for on 
10/27/2005.

• A re sponse  w as to be  m ade  to Carolyn Pe arson by 
noon on Saturday, 10/29 /2005.

• No re sponse  re ce ive d by Sunday nigh t, 10/30/2005.
• Carolyn re q ue ste d th at th e  labe ls be  se nt to h e r 

via e -m ail.  Alth ough  th e  labe ls w e re  se nt, th e  
labe ls w e re  ne ve r re ce ive d by Carolyn.  

• Note  to m e m be rsh ip, cre ate d and stuffe d in 
e nve lope s on 10/30/2005.

• Carolyn pe rsonally pick e d up th e  printe d labe ls on 
10/31/2005.

• Enve lope s to m e m be rs m aile d on 11/01/2005.

W ill Sh ort state d h e  pe rsonally h ad a grie vance  file d 
against h im  afte r h e  accuse d an instructor of abusing 
a dog.  W ill said th at th e  alle gations of abusive  
instructors is not a ne w  de ve lopm e nt, and th at Cindy 
Pak e nas, as DOT, w as aw are  of h is conce rns. 
 H ow e ve r, De an Connolly state d th at as a Board 
m e m be r h e  h as not h e ard of any oth e r alle gations of 
abusive  instructors e ith e r at th e  Board m e e tings or 
using any oth e r m e th od of com m unications.  Barb 
M isch  also confirm e d De an’s state m e nt th at sh e  w as 
unaw are  of m ultiple  incide nts of abuse .  Barb state d 
th at oth e r th an a dog aggre ss ive  dog incide nt, Cindy 
did not addre ss any oth e r training re late d incide nts at 
any of th e  Board m e e tings.

Dave  e xplaine d th e  e ve nts th at initiate d th e  
inve stigation of th e  alle ge d abuse .  Ove r a pe riod of a 
couple  of w e e k s , h e  colle cte d th irte e n page s of 
inform ation to inve stigate  th e  incide nt.  France ne  
adde d th at Cindy w as not th e  initiator of th e  
inve stigation.  

In re sponse  to Kay’s state m e nt “private  e m ail, 
addre sse d to Dave  Le w is at th is PRIVATE e m ail 
addre ss, NOT h is e m ail addre ss as FVDTC pre s ide nt. 
H e  ne ve r state d h e  w as contacting m e  in h is role  as 

th e  pre s ide nt.” Dave  state d th at h e  fre q ue ntly 
pe rform s h is dutie s as th e  Pre s ide nt of FVDTC, 
w ith out using th e  Pre s ide nt@ fvdtc.org e -m ail addre ss, 
as do m ost of th e  oth e r Board m e m be rs.  H e  state d 
th at to assum e  h e  w as not acting on be h alf of th e  club 
just be cause  of th e  e -m ail addre ss use d w as 
unre alistic.  H e  fe lt th at it w as pre tty e vide nt in h is 
e le ctronic com m unications to Kay th at h e  w as acting 
as Pre s ide nt of FVDTC, not Dave  Le w is, a FVDTC club 
m e m be r.

In re sponse  to Kay W e be r’s accusation th at th e  Board 
m ade  a de cis ion w e e k s ago, Barb M isch  state d th at it 
w as not w e e k s as Carolyn pre viously de scribe d.  Barb 
M isch  re ad th e  m e ssage  s h e  and th e  oth e r Board 
m e m be rs re ce ive d from  Dave  stating th e  h e  and th e  
Board m ay be  sue d by Kay W e be r for copyrigh t 
infringe m e nt. According to a le gal re fe re nce  s h e  h ad 
acce ss to, suit can be  file d only afte r a copyrigh t w ork  
is re giste re d w ith  th e  fe de ral gove rnm e nt. To w in a 
libe l suit th e  follow ing m ust be  prove d: 
• Th e  libe l w as publish e d, 
• W ords w e re  of and conce rning th e  plaintiff,  
• Mate rial is de fam atory, 
• Mate rial is false , 
• De fe ndant w as at fault.  
• Spe cific nam e s are  not re q uire d to be  m e ntione d, 

so long as th e  pe rson be ing re fe re nce d is cle ar to 
at le ast one  oth e r pe rson.

Barb M isch  state d th at training m e th ods are  lik e  
re ligion, you cannot te ll m e  th at your ch urch  is be tte r 
th an m ine .  Pe ople  ne e d to acce pt oth e r ide as and 
m e th ods.  Barb state d th at w h e n s h e  w as a ch ild h e r 
fam ily be longe d to a ch urch  w h ich  ch ose  to spe nd $4 
m illion to re do th e  ch urch  rath e r th an h e lping th e  
h om e le ss of th e  com m unity.  Rath e r th an continuing to 
support th at ch urch , h e r fam ily le ft th e  ch urch .  Sh e  
ask e d w h y som e one  w h o fe e ls so strongly th at an 
organization is a bad, w ould spe nd th e  m one y to 
continue  h e r m e m be rsh ip?  

Barb also ask e d w h y Kay W e be r ch ose  to m ak e  a 
public attack  be fore  m ak ing an inte rnal re port.  Barb 
state d th at sh e  fe lt Kay w as acting m aliciously tow ard 
th e  club and its re putation.  Cris Mazza state d th at 
Kay m ak e s h e r living as a dog traine r and could lose  
h e r live lih ood if h e r re putation is dam age d.  Dave  
Le w is ask e d w h at w ould h appe n to th e  club if th e  
re putation is dam age d by th is incide nt?  Jim  
Com m unale  state d th at h e  doe s not fe e l th at th e  club 
w ould be  irre parably dam age d by th is incide nt.  Cris 
Mazza said th at you can spe ak  against th e  ch urch . 
 Cindy re s igne d be cause  s h e  w as not h appy, and th e  
Board supporte d h e r in th at de cis ion.  
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W ill Sh ort state d th at h e  continue s training at th e  club 
be cause  h e  lik e s m e m be rs at th e  club and fe e ls th at 
ove r tim e  h e  w ill be  able  to m ak e  a ch ange .  In 
re sponse  to Dave  Le w is’ q ue stion, W ill state d th at h e  
w as not at all im plying th at th e  Board w as trying to 
stop h is training m e th ods.

Dave  re ad Jan W illiam ’s e -m ail m e ssage  date d 
10/20/2005.  Carolyn re ad Marie tta’s le tte r as 
pre se nte d by W ill Sh ort at th e  m e e ting.  Alth ough  Lisa 
H um m  w as pre se nt, W ill Sh ort re ad h e r e -m ail 
m e ssage  date d 11/02/2005.  Carolyn re ad Me rry Le e  
H ritsuk ’s e -m ail m e ssage  date d 11/02/2005.  Dave  
Le w is state d th at h e  spok e  to Judy Ande rson on th e  
ph one  just prior to th e  m e e ting and sh e  e xpre sse d 
conce rn about th e  tim ing of th e  vote  and w h e th e r it 
could be  de laye d until January 2006.  Judy fe lt th at 
th e re  w as not e nough  notification to th e  ge ne ral 
m e m be rsh ip.  

Taffy W ille  state d th at Kay W e be r could com m unicate  
h e r s ide  at h e r discre tion; h ow e ve r th e  Board fe lt th at 
w e  did not h ave  to righ t to com m unicate  th e  
inform ation to th e  ge ne ral m e m be rsh ip until th e  
de adline  e xte nde d to Kay h ad passe d.  Once  th e  
de adline  passe d, w ith out a re turn com m unication, th e  
inform ation w as com m unicate d to th e  ge ne ral 
m e m be rsh ip by a note  via USPS m ail.  

Anne  Stue ssy ask e d th at th e  abuse  incide nt be  
e xplaine d.  Dave  state d th at h e  initiate d th e  
inve stigation of th e  alle ge d abuse  incide nt afte r h e  
re ad a posting on W ill Sh ort’s Running Sh adow  Forum  
page s w ritte n by Kay W e be r and a brie f conve rsation 
h e  h ad w ith  Cindy Pak e nas at training on Se pte m be r 
1st.  Dave  state d th at h e  also re ce ive d an e -m ail 
m e ssage  from  W ill Sh ort re fe re ncing th e  inform ation 
in Kay’s posting.  Spe cifically, w h e n Dave  ask e d W ill 
w h at h ad h appe ne d, W ill instructe d Dave  to “se e  Kay’s 
post.” Dave  ask e d Pe ggy Sue  Se e h afe r to contact e ach  
and e ve ry stude nt in both  classe s about th e  incide nts 
th at nigh t.  Contrary to Kay’s asse rtion th at only som e  
of th e  stude nts w e re  inte rvie w e d, Pe ggy Sue  gave  
q ue stionnaire s to all stude nts in both  classe s and th e n 
follow e d up w ith  ph one  calls w h e re  ne ce ssary.  Pe ggy 
Sue  re porte d th at none  of th e  stude nts in th e  puppy or 
th e  be ginne r’s class fe lt th at th e y w itne sse d abuse . 
 Pe ggy Sue  Se e h afe r state d th at all of th e  stude nts 
state d th at th e y are  e njoying th e  classe s .  Additionally, 
th e  ow ne r of th e  9 0 lb. dog th at w as alle ge dly lifte d 5 
fe e t and droppe d in th e  tunne l said th at h is dog w as 
not abuse d in any w ay.  Th e  oth e r Board m e m be rs also 

pre se nt at training th at nigh t provide d com m e nts on 
th e  incide nts.

Jim  Com m unale  state d th at th e  club sh ould probably 
de fine  w h at abuse  is .  H ow e ve r, th at is not th e  issue  
tonigh t.  W ill Sh ort state d th at be tw e e n th e  th re e  
individuals w h o conside re d th e  incide nts to be  abuse , 
th e y h ave  75 ye ars of dog training e xpe rie nce  ve rsus 
th e  total of 40 m onth s of training e xpe rie nce  of th e  
stude nts in th e  classe s .  H e le n state d th at th e  q ue stion 
on th e  q ue stionnaire  spe cifically said “Did you se e  th e  
puppy ge t dragge d across th e  floor?”  All of th e  
stude nts re sponde d to th at q ue stion w ith  a NO. 
 Carolyn also re m inde d th e  club m e m be rs not to 
assum e  th at just be cause  a stude nt is in a Puppy or 
Be ginne r’s class th at th e y do not h ave  any prior 
e xpe rie nce  training dogs.  Ch e ryl H e ttinge r re m inde d 
th e  club m e m be r w h e th e r th e  m e e ting w as staying on 
th e  point and sh e  agre e d w ith  Jim  th at w h at 
constitute s abuse  w as not th e  issue . 

Lisa H um m  calle d for th e  q ue stion “ask ing w h e th e r w e  
can e nd th e  discuss ion?”  Ch e ryl H e ttinge r se conde d 
th e  m otion.  Th e  m otion to e nd th e  discuss ion w as 
approve d by 2/3 of th e  club m e m be rs’ pre se nt.  Th e  
w ritte n ballots w e re  distribute d and 49  total ballots 
w e re  th e n counte d by Bill Clark e  and Ed H e rde s.  Th e  
follow ing is th e  re sults.

25 Ye s - I vote  to re vok e  Kay W e be r's m e m be rsh ip
22 No - I vote  not to re vok e  Kay W e be r's 
m e m be rsh ip
2 I abstain from  th is vote

A 2/3 m ajority of m e m be rs pre se nt and voting is 
re q uire d to te rm inate  a m e m be rsh ip. Th e  “Ye s” vote s 
did not re ach  th e  2/3 m ajority, so Kay’s m e m be rsh ip 
w ill not be  te rm inate d. Dave  ask e d Carolyn to notify 
Kay of th e  re sults of th e  vote .

Oth e r Ne w  Busine ss
Te rri ask e d w h e th e r th e  Ch ristm as party to be  m ore  of 
an ope n h ouse . Th e  conse nsus of th e  m e m be rs pre se nt 
w as to continue  h olding th e  Ch ristm as party as a 
m e m be rs and stude nts e ve nt.

A m otion w as m ade , se conde d and approve d to adjourn 
th e  m e e ting at 9 :59  p.m .



Fox Valley Dog Training Club
PO  Box 9 9 2
St. Ch arle s, IL 60174
w w w .fvdtc.org

Nove m be r, 2005 De ce m be r, 2005
2 W e dne sday Me m be rs h ip Me e ting 1 Th ursday Re gular Training

3 Th ursday Re gular Training 7 W e dne sday Board Me e ting

8 Tue sday Re gular Training 8 Th ursday Re gular Training

13 Sunday O be die nce  Trial 11 Sunday W aggin' Tale s D e adline

17 Th ursday Re gular Training 15 Th ursday Re gular Training

20 Sunday W aggin' Tale s D e adline 22 Th ursday Re gular Training

22 Tue sday Re gular Training 29 Th ursday Ch ristm as Party

No Training




