
From the President

Hello Everyone!

We’ve had a busy week at the Club.  
Wednesday was a membership meeting and 
19 new families have joined our merry band of
dog enthusiasts.  Welcome to all of these new
families!    Thursday was our Correction Clinic
night and we also sponsored a Canine Good 
Citizen (CGC) test.  A huge thank you to our 
organizer Cris Ballenger and to our evaluator 
Rick Cox for making this opportunity happen.  
Nine teams passed the test.  It was a good 
night.  Congratulations to all of you!

As I think back on Thursday night I wonder if 
all of you know what a Correction Clinic is?  I 
know when I joined it was a foreign concept 
and I had lots of questions.  In a nutshell it is 
an opportunity to do a simulated test of your 
skills in the Obedience and Rally rings.   The 
neat thing about a clinic is it is a much more 
relaxed atmosphere than a formal trial.  You 
are not restricted on your use of collars; you 
can bring treats/toys in the ring.  You can 
even have do-overs if things go totally wrong. 
It is a chance to see what you need to work 
on before enter a trial.  For example, I thought
Parker was pretty close to going into the 
Open ring - that is until I entered a clinic last 
month.  I had not practiced handing off ‘his’ 
dumbbell to the judge before we performed 
the broad jump exercise.  Little did I know that
even though he knew how to do the exercise 
he would run to the judge instead of coming to
me because obviously she wanted to play – 
after all she was holding his dumbbell!  
Needless to say that was something we 

worked on!  Anyway, take advantage of this 
great practice opportunity.  You can even sign 
up the night of the clinic.  

I cannot mention the clinics without sending 
out a word of thanks to our many members 
who make it happen each month.  Sandi 
Stephenson organizes the judges, Ingrid 
Hamburger handles the stewards, Marian 
Lazzara manages the entries and Pat Senne 
is the chairperson.  Lots of work and 
organization make it all run smoothly.  Take 
advantage of this training opportunity and 
when you see them say thanks.  Of course, 
you can always volunteer to help – there is a 
sign up link on our web site.    

I’d like to close by saying welcome back to 
Loretta Lazzara, Ingrid Hamburger and 
Wendy Waddick.  Each has had some pretty 
miserable surgery that put them out of 
commission for a long while but thankfully all 
are on the mend and are able to join us again.
We missed you!  Finally, a good-bye to one of 
our youngest members, David Thornell.  
David is one of those people who joined the 
club and jumped in feet first.  He has taught 
many classes, and helped in so many ways.  
He is off to Colorado in April and he will be 
sorely missed.  Please take a moment to say 
goodbye.  Thank you David for all you have 
done for the club.

See you at training,

Donna Bihner
President FVDTC

Est. 1947

March, 2015

David Lewis, Editor, waggintales@fvdtc.org
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Coming Soon: TDI Test!

Our club will be having a TDI (Therapy Dog International) test on April 16th at 6:30pm.

If you would like to sign up for this test, or have any questions contact Jan Winters at  
therapy@fvdtc.org so you can get registered. If you would like more information about TDI 
please go to their website: http://www.tdi-dog.org.

If you have a dog that can share his love with people that are in need, please consider 
becoming a therapy dog volunteer. Thank You.

Help Wanted!

*No Experience Required, 
(well, in most cases)*

Earn your Work Credits...Socialize…Get involved….Learn…

Support your Club!

Date Event Location Further Information
Work 

Credit

4/16/15
Correction 

Clinic

Kane County 

Fairgrounds

Stewards: on-line sign up or contact Ingrid 

Hamburger 

http://www1.mysignup.com/cgi-bin/view.cgi?
datafile=clinics_2014
Judges (experience required): contact Sandi 

Stephenson.   Free run-thru for Volunteers!

1

5/20/15

Membership

Meeting

U of I 

Extension 

Center on 

Randall Road

Earn an easy work credit! (only 1 credit from

meetings can apply to dues)
1

5/21/15

Correction 

Clinic/ 

Sanctioned 

Match

Kane County 

Fairgrounds

Stewards: on-line sign up or contact Ingrid 

Hamburger 

http://www1.mysignup.com/cgi-bin/view.cgi?
datafile=clinics_2014
Judges (experience required): contact Sandi 

Stephenson.   Free run-thru for Volunteers!

1

If you want to list a volunteer opportunity send an email to Donna Bihner at president@fvdtc.org
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The FOX VALLEY DOG TRAINING CLUB

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER!
Pawsitively True Blue!

A loving  tribute to our loyal companions 
Saturday, APRIL 11, 2015

Party will begin 6:30-dinner will be served 7:00 p.m.
$20.00 per person may bring your own Beer  and or Wine!

Festivities to be held at 
Geneva Historical Society

113 S. Third St 
Geneva, IL  

Menu: Beef Burgundy w/Noodles, Cranberry Stuffed Pork Loin, Parsleyed New Potatoes, Wild Rice

Blend,   Green Beans Almondine-Sugar Snap Peas/Carrots

Assorted Pastries for dessert!

Reservations due by March 29, 2015

Send checks or money orders to:
Candy Ellis
27W359 Beecher Ave
Winfield, IL 60190

Or drop at the front desk at training night!
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YES, I (we) will attend
Enclosed is my check for $______________($20 per person)
for reservations for the following people.  Please list names 
as you would want them on the name tag. 
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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Coming Soon: 4-H!

Don't forget that 4-H is starting on March 26th from 6:00-7:00pm, so there will be a lot of 
youngsters and their dogs in the building.

Upcoming Classes

The March 26 7:00pm Puppy Class is filled, but we still have openings in these classes:

• March 26th 7:00, 8:00, & 9:00pm Beginner Classes

• March 26th 8:00pm Advanced Puppy (available only to our December and January 

Puppy Students)

• April 30th  8:00pm Puppy Class

Membership Report

Miriam Zarate
Bartlett, IL
Golden Retriever

Linda Mehr
Wayne, IL 
Golden Retriever

Michelle Fruzyna
St. Charles, IL
Mixed breed

Rebecca Incandela
Wayne, IL
Boxer

Brad & Corey Frieders
Sugar Grove, IL
Golden Retriever, Mixed 
Breed

Pattie Lane
Geneva, IL
Wire Fox Terrier, Airedale
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Calendar

March

05 Chiropractic - Animal

05 Regular Training

12 Health Clinic

12 Regular Training

12 Beginner Ends (6:00, 7:00, 8:00pm)

12 Puppy Ends (7:00pm)

12 Junior Handler Ends (6:00pm)

12 Advanced Puppy Ends (8:00pm)

18 Membership Meeting

19 CGC Test

19 Correction Clinic

26 4-H Starts

26 Regular Training

26 Beginner Begins (7:00, 8:00, 9:00 pm)

26 Puppy Begins (7:00pm)

26 Advanced Puppy Begins (8:00pm)

27 Agility Trial Setup

28 Agility Trial

29 Agility Trial

April

02 Regular Training

09 Regular Training

11 Annual Dinner

16 Correction Clinic

22 Board Meeting

23 Regular Training

23 Puppy Ends (8:00pm)

30 Regular Training

30 Puppy Begins (8:00 pm)

May

07 Regular Training

14 Regular Training

20 Membership Meeting

21 Correction Clinic

21 Sanctioned Match

28 Regular Training

28 Beginner Ends (7:00, 8:00, 9:00pm)

28 Puppy Ends (7:00pm)

28 Advanced Puppy Ends (8:00pm)
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The Board voted to approve 75 changes/additions to the Obedience Regulations, effective December 1, 2015.  

A summary of the amendments follow in three categories for easy review:   

(1) Administrative 
(2) Regular Classes  
(3) Optional Titling Classes/Non-Regular 

Administrative Recommendations 
 
JUDGES GUIDELINES, GENERAL, PERFORMANCE AND JUDGING 
 
JUDGES GUIDELINES  

1. Move relevant judges guidelines to the sections of the Regulations in which they apply. 
2. Revise Exhibiting to: Judges (including provisional) may not handle dogs that are not owned or co-owned 

by themselves or a family member at obedience and or rally trials. 
 

CLASS BRIEFINGS & START TIMES 
3. For classes with briefings, the briefing times will be listed and the class time will be stated “class to 

follow”.  
4. Shorten briefing/walkthrough time to “up to 10 minutes” (instead of 15 minutes). 
5. List classes starting after noon as “After Noon” rather than “to follow.” 
6. If the judge and ring are available to start earlier than the stated time and all exhibitors have 

checked-in and agree, allow the judging to start earlier. (May not start a 2nd trial on the same day 
before the published start time.)  
 

CLUBS  
7. Clarify transfer verbiage to make it clear that clubs have the flexibility of accepting transfers prior to 

the day of a trial (but must be completed at least 30 minutes prior to the start of each trial as it is 
currently worded). 

8. Require clubs to publish, in the premium list, if two trials in one day will be held concurrently or 
consecutively.  

9. Modify the emergency judge policy to allow clubs greater flexibility in finding a replacement judge 
when a previously approved judge cancels within 72 hours or less; allowing a judge with an event 
conflict to accept the emergency judge assignment without impacting future assignments.  
 

10. No judge will be assigned to judge for more than eight hours in one day. 
11. EVENT SCEDULING: It is strongly recommended that classes with like ring set-ups are grouped 

together.  Put in book which classes are classes with “like set-ups.”   
 
 
EXHIBITING 

12. Allow exhibitors to steward, other than table stewarding, in the same ring under the same judge 
they will be showing under. 

13. Clearly state that a dog may be brought into and taken out of the ring on a leash that slips through 
the dogs collar in classes in which all the exercise are off leash. 

14. Clearly state that leashes must be snapped to the collar when dogs are brought in for classes 
requiring on leash exercises, group exercises and awards.  

15. The judge will call the qualifying handlers back into the ring without requiring the dogs to be brought 
back in for awards. 

16. State exhibitors may leave the ring at any time by politely informing the judge they are doing so.  
Judges book to be marked “Handler left ring” and carry down an “NQ.” 

17. Remove “The judge must report to the AKC any dog that is not brought back for the group 
exercises.” 
 



Regular Classes 
 

NOVICE 
18. Dogs which have qualified during the individual exercise will have the option of returning for the 

group exercise.  
19. Require exhibitors to check in for group exercises immediately after completion of the individual 

exercises. 
20. Require leashes to be left on the dogs during the group exercise. 
21. Allow judges the option of deciding if the group exercise will be conducted after “X” number of dogs 

in the class or if all the group exercises will be conducted after the last individual team is judged.   
 
OPEN 

22. Dogs which have qualified during the individual exercise will have the option of returning for the 
group exercise.  

23. Require exhibitors to check in for group exercises immediately after completion of the individual 
exercises. 

24. Allow judges the option of deciding if the group exercise will be conducted after “X” number of dogs 
in the class or if there are more dogs than can be judged in one group, all of the group exercises 
will be conducted after the last individual team is judged. 

 
UTILITY 

25. Scent Discrimination - Allow handlers the option of supplying two different types of sets of articles 
from three different allowable types of articles: leather, metal or wood.  

26. Scent Discrimination - State that it is the handler’s decision if they have the dog watch the articles 
being put out; it is not required.   

27. Scent Discrimination - State when the handler may take an article to scent it.  
28. Scent Discrimination – State that the dog will be sitting to begin this exercise. 
29. Scent Discrimination - The scoring of this exercise will not begin until the judge gives the order 

"Choose an article.”  
30. Directed Retrieve - Substantial penalty (currently NQ) for the direction not given simultaneously or 

immediately following. 
31. Directed Retrieve – Substantial penalty for lack of directness.   
32. Directed Retrieve – Non-qualifying if the dog brings back an incorrect glove.   
33. Moving Stand for Exam – Provide specific examination language to judges on how to perform the 

exam. (Exam verbiage adopted will be similar for Open and Utility.)  
34. Post the Glove # 30-45 minutes prior to the start of the class.  
 

REGULAR CLASSES – OTCH 
35. A dog that leaves the place where it was left during the first group exercise must be released from 

the remaining group exercise and should count as a dog defeated.  
 

Optional Titling Classes / Non‐Regular Classes 
 
 
BEGINNER NOVICE  

36. Revise - Dogs with a CD, PCD or less will be eligible for this class. 
37. Reduce walk through time from “15 minutes” to “up to 10 minutes.”  
38. Sit Stay – State one command to stay, additional command to stay substantial penalty.  
39. Revise Recall scoring to clearly state how many commands/signals are they allowed and when.  
40. Revise the wording about hands on the recall - not to be used as an aid.  
41. State what exhibitors should do with the leash for the recall.  
42. Run-Off Procedure – In case of a tie in the Beginner Novice class, the dog and handler will perform 

the Heel on Leash the same as it is performed in the Beginner Novice Heel on Leash exercise.  



43. A dog without any AKC obedience title which was mistakenly entered in a Novice obedience class 
may have the entry transferred to the Beginner Novice class provided the host club allows transfers 
and the class and judge are available.  

 
GRADUATE NOVICE 

44. Add scoring section for each exercise (instead of referring them to other chapters).  
45. Add the dumbbell to the Recall over High Jump exercise. This exercise will be performed in the 

same manner as the Dumbbell Recall except that the dog must clear the high jump. 
46. Change the heeling exercise “Heel on Leash” to “Heel off Leash”  
47. Group Stay – Sit or Down, Judge’s option, posted before starting the class, 3 minutes. 

 
GRADUATE OPEN  

48. Add scoring section for each exercise.  
49. Signal Exercise – Revise to state minimum distance of 10’, which will allow handlers to go further 

away from the dog.   
50. Scent Discrimination – State the handler may choose which type of article is retrieved.  
51. Go Out - State the handler must stand no closer than the center of the ring.   
52. Change the order of the exercises to: 

1. Signal Exercise 
2. Scent Discrimination 
3. Go Out  
4. Directed Jumping 
5. Moving Stand and Exam 
6. Directed Retrieve  

 
PRE-CLASSES 

53. Change the name for all “Pre” classes to “Preferred” classes.   
Pre-Novice Î Preferred Novice 
Pre-Open Î Preferred Open 
Pre-Utility Î Preferred Utility 

 
PREFERRED OPEN & PREFERRED UTILITY 

54. Preferred Open - Add scoring section for each exercise. 
55. Preferred Open - Clarify the Broad Jump is to be set to cover a distance to twice the height of the 

Pre-Open High Jump.   
56. A dog must have a PCD, CD title or higher title from the Regular classes to enter Preferred Open 

and Preferred Utility.  
57. Add a High in Trial (HIT) and High Combined (HC) award at the club’s option for the Preferred title 

track.  
58. Preferred Open – Use the same 6 orders of exercises that are used in the Regular Class without a 

group exercise.  
59. Preferred Utility – Use the same six orders of exercises that are used in the Regular Class.  
60. Preferred Utility Signal Exercise – REMOVE exception that allows the handler to use a verbal 

command during the signal portion.  
61. Preferred Utility – Directed Retrieve. Post the Glove # 30-45 minutes prior to the start of the class.  
62. Preferred Utility - Add scoring section for each exercise.  
63. Preferred Utility - Scent Discrimination: Revise to 10 articles (not 8).  
64. Preferred Utility - Directed Retrieve: State it is the same exercise as in Utility.  
65. Change the Preferred Open and Preferred Utility classes to include the same 6 mixed order of 

exercises allowed in Regular Classes with the same exercises, except no group exercises; and 
jumps are set to ½ the height of the dog at the withers.  

 
 
 
 
 



PREFERRED UTILITY: NEW PUDX TITLE 
66. PUDX – PUDX scores will be recorded only for dogs that have earned the PUTD title. The dog must 

receive qualifying scores in both Preferred Open and Preferred Utility at 10 separate licensed or 
member obedience trials. The AKC will issue a Preferred Utility Dog Excellent certificate and will 
permit the use of the letters PUDX following the name of each dog that meets these requirements.   

67. If the PUDX title is approved revise the Signal Exercise to all signals without the permitted verbal 
command.  

68. Previously earned scores and points for the PUDX and POC titles will be grandfathered to 07/01/13.  
 
NEW PREFERRED OBEDIENCE CHAMPION (POC) 

69. Non-competitive champion title; points earned based on scores of 190 or better. To earn the 
Preferred Obedience Champion title, dogs must earn qualifying scores in both Preferred Open and 
Preferred Utility at 20 separate licensed or member obedience trials & 750 points (see Point 
Schedule table below). 

70. POC Point Schedule (see table) 
 

Dog’s Points Dog’s Points 
190 6 195.5 12
190.5 6 196 12
191 6 196.5 12
191.5 6 197 15
192 9 197.5 15
192.5 9 198 15
193 9 198.5 15
193.5 9 199 15
194 9 199.5 15
194.5 9 200 15
195 12

 
 

71. POC – Recognized Achievement – POC multiples (POC, POC2, POC3, etc.)  
 

NON-REGULAR CLASSES – Removal of these classes does not preclude a club from offering non-regular 
classes not described in the regulations. These may be approved by AKC by submitting a description of the 
class with the event application. 

 
72. Remove the Sub-Novice class.  
73. Remove the International class.  
74. Remove the Advanced Teamwork class.  
75. Allow Rally Judges to judge Non-Regular Classes – Wild Card, Brace, Team, Veterans. 
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Fox Valley Dog Training Club, Inc.
Sue MacPherson, Membership Chair
4N971 Chaffield Dr.
St. Charles, IL 60175
www.fvdtc.org
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